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Sunday Services – 10:00 am 
 

Rev. Lise Adams Sherry 
preaching unless otherwise indicated 

 
 
 
 
 
December 10: The Family Crisis of Addiction   
We all know opioid addiction is on the rise, 
and this is only the latest is a long string of 
substance abuses that affect our families and 
communities.  Is this a spiritual problem, a 
medical one, both or more?  It’s also 
Outreach Sunday— donations will go towards 
buying holiday presents for foster children.   
 
December 17:     Celebrating the Season, 

a Multigenerational Service 
With song and skits, we’ll have a joyous 
retelling of some seasonal stories.  All ages 
are welcome to watch and participate! 
 
December 24:    Readings and Reflections   

10 am 
Join us for a quiet morning service of 
contemplation and music.  There will be no 
religious education classes, but baby care is 
available. 
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December 24:    What Gifts Do We Bring?   

5 pm and 7:30 pm 
It’s our annual candlelight service when we 
join together as the larger community to 
celebrate the birth that changed the world.  
Baby care is available. The colllection from 
both services will be used to benefit people in 
need throughout the year. 
 
December 31:         Soapbox Sunday 

Scott Babcock, Worship Leader 
Members and friends of our congregation will 
speak, for about 5 minutes only, on topics 
dear to their hearts.  No religious education 
classes today, but baby care is available.  
 
January 7:          Burn, Baby, Burn!   
We’ll have an opportunity to release what we 
no longer want to carry with us in our burning 
bowl ritual.  What other ways can we release 
baggage and “purify” our lives? 
 
 

 

http://www.firstparishnorwell.org/
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OFFICE HOURS 
(September to mid-June): 
 
Closed on Mondays 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday:  9 am-1 pm 
Friday:  9 am-12 pm  
 
Minister:      
Rev. Lise Adams Sherry, x11 
lsherry@uuma.org  
 
Director of Religious Education: 
Jessie Slade, x12 
drefpnuu@gmail.com   
 
Music Director:   
Gingy Grimes 
gingygrimes@gmail.com  
 
Office Staff:  
Hope Weinman, Office Administrator, x10 
office@firstparishnorwell.org 
 
Donna McDonald, Bookkeeper, x14 
donna@firstparishnorwell.org 
 
Parish Committee 2017-2018: 
Chair:   Les Taylor 
Members: Scott Garland, David Hockman, 
Amanda Metzger, Gabrielle Millins, Mary 
Nickerson and Jim Pickel 
 
Treasurer:   Marta Reese 
 
Minister Emeritus: Rev. Richard M. Fewkes 
 
The deadline for the next issue of the Spire is 
Monday, January 8, 2018.  Submissions 
should be emailed to Hope at 

office@firstparishnorwell.org.   

 

 

 

LISE’S LETTER 
 

On Sunday I preached about the high 
expectations of the holiday season, and how 
the story of Jesus’ birth, and all the 
anticipations that go along with it can set us 
up for stress and/or failure.  I cautioned that 
we need to be careful of the stories we tell 
one another because they can shape our 
reality for good or bad.  Despite all this, 
maybe because of it, I find myself humming 
‘Let Christmas Come’ from our gray hymnal. 
 
Let Christmas come, its story told, when days 
are short and winds are cold; 
Let Christmas come, its lovely song, when 
evening’s soon and night is long. 
Let Christmas come, its great star glow, on 
quiet city parks of snow; 
Let Christmas come, its table gleam, love 
born again: the truth of dream. 
 
I’m humming this song because I truly love the 
Christmas story, especially when we put our 
UU spin on it that every night a child is born is 
a holy night.  Hope is needed in our world as 
encouragement for us all to believe that we 
can do better.  But then, to help keep myself 
from getting too frenzied about all the work 
there is to do for the holiday season, and the 
world, for about the past decade, I’ve also 
added the Pagan perspective into my own 
interior celebration.  Remembering that there 
are cycles and seasons to life is extremely 
helpful.  Knowing and appreciating that there 
are fallow times for our natural world and 
that it is okay, even necessary, to take a 
break reassures and calms me.  Making time 
for rituals like enjoying the holiday lights, 
relaxing in candle or firelight with a cup of 
something warm and tasty, and sitting on my 
porch to watch the morning wake up all help 
reinforce the importance of letting time rest 
and being still.  The sun will rise again, 
whether I’m out there doing a sun dance, or 

not.   
 
Another thing I like to do, which involves a 
time of quiet and happy contemplation, is to 
reflect gratefully on all the wonderful things I 
know that are already happening in the 

mailto:lsherry@uuma.org
mailto:drefpnuu@gmail.com
mailto:gingygrimes@gmail.com
mailto:office@firstparishnorwell.org
mailto:donna@firstparishnorwell.org
mailto:office@firstparishnorwell.org
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world—especially with regard to the culture of 
First Parish of Norwell.  People are building 
houses for humanity, tutoring homeless 
children, acting as big brothers, sisters and 
trans-siblings, knitting scarves for children in 
Mexico, buying Christmas presents for foster 
children, writing their legislators and sending 
postcards, volunteering to read for the vision 
impaired, taking action to save our planet, 
and doing the work of our church in so many 
ways!  First Parish is blessing the world and 
I’m so grateful to be a part of all that we do.    
 
I’m also thankful to be a person in your lives 
who can gently remind you to take time to 
rest and enjoy the season.   Whatever 
holidays you may celebrate— Bodhi Day, 
Hanukkah, Solstice, Yule, Christmas, Kwanza, 
may the peace and the inspiration of the 
season be yours. 
 

With love and blessings,  
Rev. Lise   
 

CARING CORNER 

Our healing thoughts go to 
Jean Christensen, George 
Atkinson, and Ed Mosher 
who all spent some recent 
time in the hospital. Cards 

and calls are welcome.  John McCann will 
have surgery on December 12 and expects to 
spend the holidays healing - we wish him a 
speedy recovery.  It was a joy to have Larry 
Baker back in the choir last Sunday following 
his recent surgery!  

Help us to keep in touch, celebrate the happy 
moments in life and support you during the 
difficult times.  Please send your news to 
Hope Weinman in the Church Office at 781-
659-7122 or office@firstparishnorwell.com, or 
contact any member of the Pastoral Care 
Team (Sue Robinson, Rev. Lise Adams Sherry, 
Marcia Babcock, Noel Constantino, Betsey 
Detwiler, Joanne Howard and Joyce 
Hockman). 

 

 
A very Merry Christmas 

and 
Happy New Year 

to all of YOU 
from all of us! 

 

 

 
With warmest holiday wishes, 

Rev. Lise, Donna, Gingy, 
Hope, Jessie and Tom 

 

 
 

FROM THE PARISH COMMITTEE CHAIR 
 
“WE ARE UU!”  You may have noticed these 
words on this Spire’s front page inside a green 
rectangle.  This slogan, which you may expect 
to see pop up in various places in the days 
ahead, is a helpful reminder to all regarding 
who we are.  The Parish Committee has 
recently recommitted ourselves to ensure that 
we reflect our Unitarian Universalist values 
and principles.  We encourage FPNUU 
members to join us in this commitment. 
 
Member congregations, like ours, covenant to 
affirm and promote our Seven Principles 
(please click on this link for a refresher: 
https://i.pinimg.com/originals/0c/ab/5f/0ca
b5f7ed33f910e0ca2bc4601b01960.jpg).  We 
live out these Principles within a “living 
tradition” of wisdom and spirituality, drawn 
from sources as diverse as science, poetry, 
scripture, and personal experience.  As Rev. 
Barbara Wells ten Hove explains, “The 
Principles are not dogma or doctrine, but 

mailto:office@firstparishnorwell.com
https://i.pinimg.com/originals/0c/ab/5f/0cab5f7ed33f910e0ca2bc4601b01960.jpg
https://i.pinimg.com/originals/0c/ab/5f/0cab5f7ed33f910e0ca2bc4601b01960.jpg
https://www.uua.org/beliefs/what-we-believe/sources
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rather a guide for those of us who choose to 
join and participate in Unitarian Universalist 
religious communities.” 
 
We are very proud to be Unitarian 
Universalists!  We should encourage each 
other to live out and demonstrate our shared 
Principles.  Sometimes our values can become 
politicized by other groups (climate change or 
racial injustice, for instance) which can then 
make our members feel like we are becoming 
too political.  However, we can’t desert our 
values.  We need to remember the long 
history of Unitarian Universalism participating 
in social justice activities at all levels of 
society.  Unitarian Universalist principles 
encourage the right of conscience and 
utilizing the democratic process to achieve 
social justice, equity, and equal opportunity 
for all individuals in our local, national, and 
global communities.  At First Parish of 
Norwell, we support individual and group 
efforts to bring about a world where no 
person is denied the right to participate and 
enjoy the fruits of a just and equitable 
society. 
 
One way to display our UU values, visually, is 
in our exterior church signage.  You may have 
noticed some written announcements recently 
regarding sign posting in front of our church.  
The Parish Committee will review all sign 
requests to make sure they properly reflect 
our Unitarian Universalist values, as 
interpreted through our Principles and 
Sources.  We intend to rotate messages on 
these signboards and would certainly welcome 
suggestions from the congregation.  Brief 
quotes and other sayings that reflect our UU 
values for signage may be submitted to me via 
email at lestaylor@me.com. 
 
In addition, the Parish Committee is planning 
to have a new banner created for the north 
side of our church for 2018, as we wind down 
our church’s historic 375th year.  Finally, we 
are also considering a return of a “wayside 
pulpit” (a permanent outdoor bulletin board) 
like we use to have out front, in a new 
location on church property along River 
Street.  This would display upcoming sermon 

titles, uplifting quotations and other pertinent 
FPNUU information. 
 
We welcome your ideas in how we may better 
share our UU values within our church and 
amongst our neighboring communities.  Please 
feel free to contact me or any of the other 
members of the Parish Committee (listed on 
page 2 of this newsletter). 
 
Since there wasn’t enough room in this 
month’s column to resume the discussion from 
last month’s Spire article regarding 
committee chair tasks and running successful 
committee meetings, please look for that in 
January’s Spire.  Until then, have a blessed 
season and happy holidays to all! 
 
In fellowship and love, 
Les Taylor 
 

 

RELIGIOUS  
EDUCATION NEWS 

 
Hello First Parish, 
 
It’s hard to believe that 
the advent banners are 

hung, the wreaths ordered, and the holiday 
fair all packed up for next year! It seems as 
though we were just planning our Water 
Communion and here we are heading into the 
new year. I’ve learned so much in the last few 
months and I thank you all for being part of 
that! 
 
Sunday school classes are moving along nicely 
with a continued focus on social justice 
issues. Topics have included discussions of 
social activists and changemakers from the 
past, such as Harriet Tubman. Children have 
been working to generate their own ideas of 
social action and have completed several 
projects, including a toy drive for Cradles 2 
Crayons and laminated placemats decorated 
with children’s artwork for food pantries. Our 
goal has been to give students the opportunity 
to collaborate together to identify areas of 
need, plan, organize, and implement (with 

mailto:lestaylor@me.com
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adult support, of course!). The spirit of the 
holiday season in our society can often be 
overshadowed by commercialism and 
receiving gifts and toys. Having an opportunity 
to reflect on the needs of others will 
hopefully help to establish some balance and 
highlight the importance of giving and 
gratitude.  Students continue to dig deeper 
into the UU principles, reading stories, 
completing activities, and engaging in 
thoughtful discussions each week as well.  
Following their visit to Messiah Baptist church 
in Brockton, the Neighboring Faiths class then 
dug deeper into Judaism. Topics have 
included: the foundation of the Old 
Testament as the root of Jewish teachings; 
contrasts with Christianity; holidays; and 
pertinent geography. The group visited 
Sha’aray Shalom in Hingham to gain more 
insight into the Jewish faith through 
experiential learning. As always, we are so 
thankful to our neighboring faith communities 
for welcoming us and helping our children to 
gain a deeper understanding of religious 
diversity.  Youth Group attended a CON in 
Westminster, RI. Youth Group continues to 
meet every two weeks with teens from 
Cohasset, Scituate, and Rockland. They are 
currently planning a CON of their own and 
getting ready for their Secret Santa event. 
Several youth group teens and older children 
from our RE program helped to support the 
efforts of the Holiday Fair and will assist in 
shopping for gifts for foster children in early 
December. 
 
We are in the process of planning for RE mini-
sessions in January and February and we need 
the support of First Parish parishioners! We 
can’t do it without you! Do you have an 
interest, talent, or passion that you would like 
to share with the children? Please consider 
leading a 30-45 minute session on a Sunday. 
You do not need to be a teacher or a 
professional anything. This is a no-pressure 
experience meant to bring more members of 
our community together. Ideas for mini-
sessions are limitless, but I have listed a few 
to get us started! Please connect with me at if 
you have any questions at all or if you would 
like to help with this important program. 

 Watercolor painting 

 Singing 

 Dancing 

 Teaching a card game 

 Yoga 

 Cooking 

 Drawing 

 Making no-sew dog toys 

 Short hike in Norris Reservation 

 Story telling 

 Puppets 

 Card making 

 Jewelry making 
 
Upcoming RE Events 
Sunday, December 17: Multi-Generational 
Service 
Sunday, December 24: No RE classes, 
babycare will be available 
Sunday, December 31: No RE classes, 
babycare will be available 
Friday, January 5: Game Night and Potluck 
(Bring friends, bring family, come one, come 
all parishioners!).  Join us at 5:30 pm in the 
Parish Hall. 
Sunday, January 7: Last day of 1st semester 
RE classes 
Sunday, January 7: Guest at Your Table 
Donations due (don’t forget to pick up your 
box in the Parish Hall) 
Sunday, January 7: Mini-Sessions begin 
 
Wishing you all a wonderful holiday season! 
Jessie (drefpnuu@gmail.com) 

 
 

COFFEE HOUR COOKIES 
 
Please help us have a yummy 
Coffee Hour on Christmas 
Eve morning.  Bring a plate 
of Christmas cookies to share 
at Coffee Hour that morning.  

This is long time tradition at FPN.  Happy 
Holidays to all! 
 

 

mailto:drefpnuu@gmail.com
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HOLIDAY GIFTS 

FOR FOSTER 

CHILDREN 

Thanks to everyone 
who agreed to 
provide holiday gifts 

for foster children. Please remember that we 
are collecting the gifts Sunday, December 10 
between 9:00 and 11:00 am in the Parish Hall. 
If you will not be in church that day, please 
contact Betsy Gordon via email at 
ewgordon44@verizon.net or at 781-659-7705 
so arrangements can be made to be sure Betsy 
has the gifts by the morning of December 10. 

 
 

A 
CHRISTMAS 
INVITATION 
 

The First Parish Women's Group was formed in 
the late 80’s by our student minister at the 
time, Elizabeth Tarbox, and Carol Marsh. We 
ran it as a support group for women until 
several years ago, with occasional retreats 
and classes. Although we do not meet as 
before, we continue the tradition of holding a 
Christmas party for the women of the church 
at with a “You Bring It-We'll Eat It” pot luck 
dinner, a gift donation to a women’s shelter, 
a Yankee Swap and lots of laughter, fun and 
fellowship. In honor of Carol Marsh, please 
bring any remembrances, photos, etc., you 
have of our dear friend.  
 
Join us on Friday, December 8 at 6:30 pm in 
the Parish Hall and Fogg Parlor.  Bring:  

 Something for the “You Bring It - We’ll 
Eat It” potluck dinner, which always 
works out.  If there are too many 
desserts, we will just enjoy the 
desserts!   

 BYOB 

 A gift for a woman at Carolina Hill 

 Something wrapped to contribute to 
the Yankee Swap ($10-15 limit). 

Please RSVP to Bev Gardner at 
bevgardner@comcast.net.  

FIRST PARISH 
BOOK GROUP 

 
Join the bookworms 

of the First Parish Book Group on the first 
Wednesday of the month at 7 pm in the Fogg 
Parlor.  All are welcome! 
 
January 3: “1984” by George Orwell 
February 7: “A Gentleman in Moscow” by 
Amor Towles 
March 7: “This Is How It Always Is” by Laurie 
Frankel 
 

POINSETTIAS 
 
Sunday, December 10 is 
the last day to order 
Christmas Eve poinsettias, 
which will decorate our 
Meeting House for our 

Christmas Eve services.  Please see Marie 
Miller to order red, pink, or white poinsettia 
plants, which you may take home after the 
7:30 Christmas Eve service.  The cost of each 
poinsettia plant is $6. Checks (made payable 
to First Parish of Norwell) or cash, will be 
gratefully accepted as payment. 

 
 

HELEN FOGG 
SERVICE COMMITTEE 

 

Your Helen Fogg Service 
Committee reaches out 
locally, nationally and 

internationally  to help those in need and to 
address the conditions that might create that 
need. We appreciate your generous financial 
support as well as the time you give to extend 
this mission. It is our intent to make it easy 
for you to participate, as you are willing and 
able, so please talk to us about how we can 
more successfully include you.  
   
You are all included in the Outreach Sundays 
we coordinate with the Worship Committee. 
Since September, together we have reached 
out to three worthy organizations and 
combined your donations during the service 

mailto:ewgordon44@verizon.net
mailto:bevgardner@comcast.net
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with additional money provided in the annual 
budget as follows: 
 
Sepetmber: James Library Access for All 
($900) 
October: Partner Church ($1000) 
November: Trevor Project ($700) 
December: Foster Children’s Christmas (TBD) 
 
Many of you also participate in outreach 
through our Changing Hearts And Lives by 
Inspiring Community Efforts, or CHALICE 
groups. These social justice groups (SJG) were 
formed by the congregation suggesting topics 
then “voting with their feet” by volunteering 
to lead a team or become a team member on 
a specific topic.  We have 5 Active groups this 
year: 
 

Helping Children and Families (Foster 
Children’s Christmas Team) 
Reintegrating People into Society (Bev 
Gardner and Marcia Babcock) 
Environment (Bernie Gardner) 
Empty Tummies/Food Pantries (Scott 
Babcock) 
Weaving Diversity (Rev. Lise) 
 
This amount of outreach has been healthy for 
us, lifting the level of enthusiasm and energy 
in our congregation, making FPNUU an EVEN 
better place to attend and support. Because 
this is a church-wide initiative, you are 
already involved through your financial and 
moral support. THANK YOU! BUT… if you want 
to be even more involved, the CHALICE 
program is comprised of individual initiatives 
where volunteers and leaders both expressed 
an interest. If you are curious or want to join, 
please contact a leader. If not, for any 
reason, your moral support is already felt. 
Thank you.  

You may have noticed an increasing focus on 
diversity and racial justice in our society at 
large. The Unitarian Universalist Association 
(UUA) is also putting some action on this 
topic. The Fogg Committee is hoping that 
support for a CHALICE group focusing on 
diversity and justice may excite some people 

to action. Locally, the UU Urban Ministry is 
making this easy for us. They have been 
servicing under-resourced Boston communities 
for nearly 200 years. Today they are active 
and modern in the work they do. In their most 
recent newsletter they listed ideas OUR 
CONGREGATION can do LOCALLY to be active 
in UUA diversity and to raise consciousness of 
how Unitarian Universalism can help with 
social justice. In this Spire article, the Fogg 
Committee will advertise these opportunities 
and we would love to have you participate. 
Even better, if you would like to organize 
participation in one or more of the 
opportunities below, would that be very 
welcome. Here are some of things you can do 
locally and right now:  

● Donate or recruit donations to their 
Wishlist  

○ New board games (Jenga, Catch 
Phrase, Apples to Apples, 
Bananagrams, Ping Pong paddles 
and balls) 

○ Gift cards (Target, Amazon, 
DollarTree, Walmart) 

○ 2-3 artificial Christmas trees and 
all the trimmings 

● Attend any of these events: 
○ Black Nativity: December 10th 
○ Christmas Carol Event: 

December 12th 
○ History and Justice Series, 

beginning January 9th 
● Advertise for or recruit a team to host 

a reception at the events above 
○ "Our hope is to find a UU 

congregation or community 
group willing to sponsor the 
reception for each evening" 

● Donate books for students on the list 
below:  

○ SAT/ACT Test Prep Books (Year 
2017 or later, that haven't been 
written in) 

○ AP English, History, Calculus, 
and Science Test Prep books (we 
have a lot of students taking 
those classes, it would be great 
to have books to support their 
tutoring as these AP exams get 

http://www.jameslibrary.org/arts-for-everyone/campaign-budget/
https://www.uua.org/offices/organizations/unitarian-universalist-partner-church-council
https://www.thetrevorproject.org/
https://www.mass.gov/foster-care
http://www.uuum.org/
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?m=1100344840223&ca=45b50f92-8b92-4041-b9eb-cbfca82bae6e
https://mail.aol.com/webmail-std/en-us/suite#aolmail_Nativity
https://mail.aol.com/webmail-std/en-us/suite#aolmail_Nativity
https://mail.aol.com/webmail-std/en-us/suite#aolmail_Nativity
https://mail.aol.com/webmail-std/en-us/suite#aolmail_Justice
https://mail.aol.com/webmail-std/en-us/suite#aolmail_Justice
https://mail.aol.com/webmail-std/en-us/suite#aolmail_Justice
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closer) dated 2014 or later with 
little to no writing in them 

○ Young adult novels written 
featuring multi-cultural and 
multi-lingual authors and 
characters 

○ College Application and College 
Focused textbooks and 
guidebooks 

○ Historical books centering on 
multi-cultural perspectives 
across the United States, as well 
as Boston and the rest of the 
New England area 

If you have questions, or want to help, please 
call Jack Wallace at 781-834-4696.  

Do you have a passion? Let the Helen Fogg 
Service help you turn your passion into action. 
To have a say in how we do outreach in our 
community, please join us!  Meetings are at 
11:30 after Coffee Hour, usually the second 
Sunday of each month.  Why not join us and 
check us out?  Questions?  Ask any committee 
member! Committee members are: Jack 
Wallace (chairs), Marcia Babcock, Bev 
Gardner, Scott Babcock, Debbie Chase, Penny 
Corbett, Pat Crumley, Alex Gordon, Bill 
Montuori, Jeannette Mitchell, Cathy DiMassa, 
Amanda Metzger (liaison with the Parish 
Committee), Lise Adams Sherry (Minister). 
 

 

FALL “SHOUT OUT” 
SUMMARIES 

 
In case any Sunday worship 
services were missed by folks 

this fall, the Parish Committee would like to 
re-cap our pulpit “SHOUT OUT” recipients 
from the past few months: 
 
Clean-Up Crew 
The Labor Day weekend volunteers who 
helped with the 3rd annual church clean-up 
worked very hard.  Kids and adults alike 
helped weed, vacuum, wash floors, clean 
windows and more.  Their hard work showed 
on “Homecoming Sunday” on September 10!  
This group included four church newcomers: 

Bob Gramarossa, Carolyn French and Linda 
and Peter Twomey. 
 
Bev Gardner 
Beyond all the amazing committee work and 
“heavy lifting” every year for the Holiday 
Fair, Bev has for decades been our 
“unofficial” church photographer, taking 
photos at many special church services and 
events.  If you have seen photos in church 
albums, in our church directories or online at 
the church’s Facebook page, it’s highly likely 
these were taken by Bev. 
 
Noel Constantino 
She devotes countless hours almost every 
Sunday in helping Tom Fazio put the Coffee 
Hour together, organize the kitchen and assist 
in keeping it clean.  And she does the same 
for many special church events.  Noel has also 
served, and serves, on numerous church 
committees and is a valuable contributor in 
everything she does. 
 
Buildings & Grounds Team 
This committee (including chair, Jim Millins, 
and Don Messinger and Deane Howard), plus 
helpers (Tommie Magazu, Dave Horton and 
Tom Fazio) contributed to numerous summer 
improvement projects at our church.  They all 
helped to maintain, beautify and improve our 
church’s buildings and grounds. 
 
Elizabeth Robinson 
She went “above and beyond” for our Blessing 
of the Animals service by bringing her two 
horses in a trailer to the church parking lot on 
October 15.  Elizabeth had to wake up very 
early that day in order to prep the horses for 
their FPN “field trip,” which delighted many 
church parishioners, especially the kids who 
were excited to go outside and visit with 
Elizabeth’s horses.   
 
FPN’s Staff 
We thank the extraordinary work performed 
by Hope Weinman, our office administrator; 
Donna McDonald, our bookkeeper; and Tom 
Fazio, our church sexton.  This was announced 
at this fall’s Church Council meeting, when 
they were in attendance, with many of their 
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achievements/responsibilities highlighted.  
The three constantly work hard, stay cheerful 
and deserve a “hello” and “thanks” for their 
diligent work. 
 
Church Committee Chairs 
Following the Church Council meeting, we 
thanked all the Chairpersons/Point 
People/Committee Representatives for their 
time and attention, not only for attending this 
important annual meeting, but for their 
continuing and constant leadership work on 
behalf of FPN.  We appreciate all their hard 
work year round! 
 
Partners and Families of Committee Members 
We recognize the patience and sacrifices that 
are made in order for all those who serve on 
church committees and its effect on their 
families.  Spouses, partners and children know 
better than anyone the work and 
contributions that it takes in order to get 
church work accomplished.  We all benefit at 
FPN as a result.  Having family support is very 
much valued and appreciated. 
 
Emergency Crew 
The pre-Halloween storm severely affected 
the church with a major power outage, 
causing the church’s fire protection system 
and sprinkler system to fail.  The entire 
building complex was shut down on October 
30, including the First Parish Preschool.  
Thankfully, the church was in great hands 
with the Millinses (Jim and Gabe) taking 
charge onsite (and off), along with Don 
Messinger.  With quick communication with  
key church personnel and emergency 
responders, this situation was rapidly resolved 
within 24 hours. 
 
Linda and Peter Twomey 
This couple recently joined our congregation 
and have “jumped in with both feet,” already 
contributing to FPN.  Linda quickly joined the 
Buildings and Grounds Committee and has 
already spent many hours over the past six 
months planting, pruning, weeding and 
sprucing up the church grounds.  Peter has 
already ushered a Sunday service.  They both 
have attended some Friday game nights and 

were involved with the set-up/clean-up of the 
recent Church Fair.  We are happy to have 
them here! 
 
We very much would welcome your 
suggestions for future Shout Out recipients!  
Please feel free to reach out to any member 
of the Parish Committee, listed on page 2.   
 

 

PUBLICIZING FPNUU EVENTS 
 
The Parish Committee shared suggested ways 
in which to publicize events during this fall’s 
Church Council meeting.  As an FYI, we are 
sharing this with all parishioners in case this 
could prove useful for an event or meeting 
you wish to promote. 
 
External Methods 

 Social Media (Facebook, Twitter, 
Instagram, etc.) 

 Norwell Mariner, Patriot Ledger and 
other relevant newspapers 

 Submit Calendar of Events notice 

 Submit small article/blurb about the 
event 

 If larger church event, contact a 
reporter to do a big story 

 Utilize our Public Relations 
Coordinator, Tschol Slade, to assist 
 

Internal Methods 

 Spire (monthly - deadline is usually the 
Monday of the first full week of the 
month) 

 iSpi (weekly, except Spire weeks - 
deadline is 9 am Wednesdays to Hope) 

 Order of Service (weekly - deadline is 9 
am Wednesday to Hope) 

 All-church email (contact Hope – 
usually reserved for late-breaking 
news) 

 Church web page (contact Debi 
Meddaugh) 

 Coffee Hour verbal announcement 

 Parish Hall or bulletin boards in 
hallways for posting 

 Write up a Sunday morning service 
announcement (please be brief!) 
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DECEMBER 2017 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 

 

6 
Alliance 
Luncheon, PH 
11:30 am 
 
Book Group FP 
7 pm 
 
Dancers, PH 7-
9 pm 

7 
Organ Tuning, 
MH 9-11 am 
 
Staff Meeting, 
Ofc. 10:30 am 
 
Choir, Sky. 
7:30 pm 

8 
Piano lessons, 
PH 2-5 pm 
 
Woman’s 
Group Party, 
PH & FP, 6:30 
pm 

9 
 

10 
OUTREACH 

SUNDAY 
 
Morning Service 
& Church School 
10 am  
 
Coffee Hour, PH 
11 am 
 
Climate Change 
Group, FP 11:30 
am 

11 
 
AA, PH 8:30 pm 
 
 

12 
 
Tai Chi, PH, 
9:15 am 
 
Knitters, FP 
9:30 am 
 
Adult RE, FP 
12 pm 
 
Dancers, PH 6-
8 pm 

13 
 
 
iSpi deadline, 9 
am  
 
 

14 
 
 
Choir, Sky. 
7:30 pm 

15 
 
Piano lessons, 
PH 2-5 pm 
 
 

16 
 
 
 
 
 

17 
Morning Service 
& Church School  
10 am  
 
Coffee Hour, PH 
11 am 
 
Finance Comm., 
Ofc. 11:30 am 
 
Dona Maher 
Piano Recital, 
PH 4 pm 

18 
 
AA, PH 8:30 pm 
 
 
 
 

19 
 
Tai Chi, PH 
9:15 am 
Knitters, FP 
9:30 am 
Dancers, PH 6-
8 pm 

20 
 
iSpi deadline 9 
am 
 
Dancers, PH 7-
9 pm 

21 
 

WINTER 
SOLSTICE 

 
Choir, Sky. 
7:30 pm 
 

 
 
 

22 
 
 
Piano lessons, 
PH 2-5 pm 
 
 

23 
 
 
 

24 
 
Morning Service  
10 am  
 
Coffee Hour, PH 
11 am 
 
Candlelight 
Services, MH 5 & 
7:30 pm 

25 

 
 
AA, PH 8:30 pm 
 

26 
CHURCH 
OFFICE 
CLOSED 
Tai Chi, PH 
9:15 am 
Knitters, FP 
9:30 am 
Dancers, PH 6-
8 pm 

27 
 
CHURCH 
OFFICE 
CLOSED 
Dancers, PH 7-
9 pm 
 

28 
 
CHURCH 
OFFICE 
CLOSED 
 

29 
 
CHURCH 
OFFICE 
CLOSED 
Piano lessons, 
2-5 pm 
 
 

30 
 
 

3 1 
 
Morning Service  
10 am 
 
Coffee Hour, PH 
11 am 
 
 

1 

 
 
AA, PH 8:30 pm 

2 
Tai Chi, PH 
9:15 am 
 
Knitters, FP 
9:30 am 
Worship 
Comm., Sky. 
12 pm 
Dancers, PH 6-
8 pm 

3 
 
Alliance Board  
FP 10 am 
 
Book Group, FP 
7 pm 
 
Dancers, PH 7-
9 pm 
 

4 
 
 
Choir, Sky. 
7:30 pm 
 

5 
 
Piano lessons, 
PH 2-5 pm 
 
Game Night, 
PH 5:30 pm 
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