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Making Room In the Inn"
Are lives are so full, but tonight we're invited to make room in our hearts for something bigger than ourselves, bigger than any of our
possessions, and bigger than our everyday attitudes.  Can we make room in the inn, and in the "in?" Come share the magic of
Christmas Eve.

Sunday Services – 10 a.m.

October 24: “Beyond Light Bulbs: Covenant and Collective Action”
Ours is a faith guided by covenant.  As Unitarian Universalists, we believe that some things are better
accomplished in community.  A spiritual life is one of those.  Social justice work is another.  Join us in
welcoming back drummer Matt Meyer to our pulpit for a service of rhythm, music, covenantal
community and collective action

October 31: “For All the Saints” Rev. Victoria Weinstein

All Souls Sunday originates with the Celtic pagan festival known as Samhain, which morphed into All
Hallow’s Eve, which eventually became our Halloween. Join us for our Circle of Remembrance and feel
free to bring photos of your beloved ancestor spirits to place on the pulpit table and in our windows.

November 7:  Rev. Victoria Weinstein
“Thank You For Looking At Me: Exchanging Humanity For Humanity”

The sermon title comes from something a homeless man on the Mall in Washington, DC said to me this
summer. I responded, “Oh my God, don’t ever thank someone for looking at you! If people can’t even
look at you there’s something wrong with them, not you!” The man laughed until he cried, and we
wound up spending a lovely afternoon together touring the city, talking and having lunch. Since I
made a commitment to respond to every panhandler in some way (with money, with food, or at least
with a greeting), I have learned so much and been lucky to meet some wonderful people. I will share
some of those stories with you today.

November 14:           Rev. Richard Fewkes
"If All the World's a Stage--What Part Do You Play?"

This will be a look back at your Minister Emeritus's "stage career" during his ministry in Middleboro in
the mid-1960's and then later at the First Parish in Norwell. He asks himself and the congregation, "If all
the world's a stage, what part do you play?"
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“In the Spirit”               The Rev. Victoria
Weinstein

How wonderful to watch those thirty-three Chilean
miners pulled from their subterranean prison 622 meters
beneath the earth’s surface after 69 days of captivity. It
was such unequivocally good news -- something so rare
today, when the world has such a hard time agreeing on
what is “good.” Celebration is so important in all our
lives, that shared HOORAY! when suffering ends and
hope has proven worth holding onto after all.

I had a bit of a personal connection to this story because
my great-grandfather, Stephen Billo, was a coal miner in
Pennsylvania. He died when I was a little girl but I
remember him: a tall, gentle man with a missing finger
who awed me because I knew that he worked inside the
earth in the dark. I thought he was at least as brave as
Superman. I’m sorry I never had a chance to tell him that.

How can we shine a light of hope for those who are stuck
in the dark? How can we hold hope for them? And what
can we do with our smarts and ingenuity to bring them to
the light of day? Not just those we personally know, but
all of humanity? This inspiring story is a memorable
illustration of the amazing things that can happen when
people care.

Were you wondering what it was that the miners had on
the back of their t-shirts? It was a quote from Psalm 95:
"Porque en su mano están las profundidades de la tierra, y
las alturas de los montes son suyas." (The deep places of
the earth are in his hand; and the tops of the mountains
are his.)

In faith, hope and love,
Rev. Vicki
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Caring Corner

Our healing thoughts and wishes are
with Bob Sutter who is recovering nicely from
knee surgery at Norwell Knoll.

Thank you to all who co-ordinated, hosted and
attended Circle Dinners! This is such a nice way
to get to know each other and strengthen our
friendships.

Alliance News

Would you like to have your palm
read by an expert in the field?  Be
sure to attend the November
meeting, “Tarot Readings” with

Connie Michaels. Connie has appeared at this
church before and we welcome her again.  The
meeting will be in the Fogg Parlor on
Wednesday, November 10th at 10 a m  for
refreshments with the program to follow.
Everyone is welcome! If you need a ride or more
information call Helen Keeler at 781-837-8248.

Highlight the Skylight

On Tuesday, October 26th, we
will be painting the Skylight
Room.  Please consider joining us

for all or part of the day.  We will gather about 9
a.m .  We can use any drop clothes, brushes,
rollers, pans, etc.  If you have time available
before hand to “prepare” the room, let us know. 
Call Sue or Dexter Robinson (781-294-8840) for
details.

FY 2011 ALL-CHURCH
CANVAS STATUS REPORT

Each year, First Parish Church asks its members
and friends to make a voluntary pledge to

support the annual operation of the Church.  Our
pledges take on increased significance during the
current fiscal year (July 1, 2010 to June 30, 2011),
because this year the Invested Funds of the Parish
will not contribute to the annual funding of our
budget.

This Spring 166 members and friends were
contacted and invited to pledge.  As of this date,
188 members (71% of the membership) have sent
in pledges totaling $147,265.00.  This represents
95% of our goal of $155,000.00.  It is not too late to
pledge to this year’s program.  Pledge forms are
available in the Church Office.  Any contribution,
large or small, will be welcome.

Thank you,
the Finance Committee

A Scary Good Job!

Many thanks to all those who
donated Halloween costumes last
week!  This collaboration between
the Fogg Service Committee and
t h e  R e l i g i o u s  Education

Committee was a success.  The costumes will be
delivered to the Unitarian Universalist Urban
Ministry and will help ensure a happy Halloween
for several children.

  
Holiday Fair

Saturday, November 20
              9:00 – 2:30

We will make swags and
decorations after church on Sunday, November
14 in the Parish Hall.  If you have suitable greens
in your yard that we could use, bring them with
you that day or put them in the sheds the day
before.   

Treasures for the Silent Auction, Grandma’s Attic,
Books and the Toy Shop should be brought in a
clean condition to the church the week of
November 14-20 and should be left in the Fogg
Parlor.  Nothing should be left in the sheds unless
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they are well covered and protected from the dirt
and rain.  Volunteers are still needed to help at
the Jewelry Table.   Call Peg Kitchenham at 781-
447-5831 with questions or if you are able to
volunteer.

It’s not too early to line up
recipes for your donation to the
Holiday Fair bake sale table!
We hope MANY parishoners
will make a contribution of
home baked goods or jellies,
jams, pickles and relishes.  The

more donations, the more money made for the
Church as we always sell out!  The best sellers are
pies, breads, cookies, cupcakes, bars and candies -
easy to make, easy to bake and freeze now for the
fair.  Pies should be baked fresh just before the
fair.  Marcia Babcock has recipes if you need
ideas.

Once again, the South Shore Music Teachers
Association will be hosting their Play-a-thon
fundraiser during the Fair, in our Meetinghouse.
Last year they raised over $3000 to benefit Rosie’s
Place, the Pine Street Inn and Father Bill’s!  Feel
free to drop in for a few minutes to enjoy the
holiday music!

Themed Gift Baskets

We have already had a
good response of people
volunteering to do a gift
basket for the Holiday
Fair.  Thank you to the
early responders!  Last
year we had a record 42

baskets and made a lot of money for the church.

Please remember:

1.  Try not to spend any more than approximately
$40 for the items in your basket.  People are most
apt to buy pretty decorated baskets in the $15-45
range.    
2.  Keep a list of the items you bought and the
price you paid for the items.  That helps the
basket wrappers and decorators type up the list of
items and decide what to charge for the basket!
3. Get your items and list with prices to the
church November 14-17.  This will give us time to
wrap and make 40+ baskets pretty.

WISH LIST FROM GIFT BASKET
ORGANIZERS

 clear gift bags
 wide wired ribbon (sold at craft stores)
 beige, brown, white or pastel non-plastic

“grass” (can usually get at the Christmas
Tree Shop)

Donations of any of these items are a huge help!

Thank you!
Bev Gardner (bevgardner@comcast.net) and
Deanna Riley (drileymar@verizon.net)  

Benefit Concert

Rogerio Tutti, pianist and
former music director here at
First Parish Church, will be
presenting an all-Chopin
c o n c e r t  o n  Saturday,
November 6 at 8 p.m. at the
James Library.  First Parish
Church will receive 30% of

the proceeds. Tickets are $20 each, and will be on
sale at Coffee Hour, in the Church Office and at
the door.  You may also purchase your tickets by
mail, by simply mailing a check and a self-
addressed, stamped envelope to the church.
Please make your check payable to First Parish
Church, and note “Rogerio Concert” on the memo
line.  For more information, please contact Peg
Carpenter at 781-826-8553

Volunteers Needed

Judy Bond is happy to
coordinate  transportation
to church for anyone that
needs a ride.  She is looking

to create a list of volunteer drivers.  If you are able
to help, please contact Judy with your address
and phone number.  She can be reached at 781-
826-9039 or at judybee63@comcast.net.  
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AMERICAN RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE

Friday, October 29
10 am to 3 pm

Jack Conway Real Estate
141 Washington Street, Norwell

1-800-RED-CROSS (1-800-733-2767)

Community Dinner

Over the past couple of
years I have become more
aware of the transient
population of “temporary
neighbors” who live in
the motels on Route 53.

It’s not much fun trying to cook dinner after a
long day in a tiny kitchenette or eating it while
sitting on a bed. We have a big kitchen and Parish
Hall at our church and we all need to eat dinner,
so we are going to have a Community Dinner on
Sunday, November 7th at 6:30 pm. Simplicity is
the key. We’ll make soup, salad and dessert.
Preparing it together will be part of the fun, and
eventually we hope our guests will also come
early to help prepare.  We will advertise through
the Norwell Food Pantry and the Council on
Aging.

If you would like to be part of the Community
Dinner Team, please me know.  A planning
meeting will be held on October 31 in the Fogg
Parlor, right after church.   

~Rev. Vicki

Ushers, pulpit arrangements and Coffee Hour
Hosts are needed!  Volunteer today by calling the
church office at 781-659-7122 or by signing up at
Coffee Hour.

Committee on Ministry

The Committee on Ministry has re-convened. We
meet monthly at the parsonage to discuss the
ministry of the congregation, with special
attention to supporting our Minister in her work.
We are committed to confidentiality in our
discussions and to reflecting together on the spirit
of the congregation: how are relationships among
all our people? Are we living within the spirit of
our covenant? Are we ministering to each other in
compassion and love, and receiving that ministry
graciously? Are our members and friends finding
their own sense of ministry in the congregation?
Are there conflicts or tensions that we could be
helping to resolve?

We also submit an annual ministerial
compensation recommendation to the Finance
Committee, as well as a plan for the minister’s
continuing education a n d  professional
development. Seek us out!  Talk to us about
ministry at FPN!

Jim Pickel, Chair
Judy Bond
Mary Mercier
Mike Sanborn

Assisted listening devices and large print Orders
of Service are available each Sunday.  Please
speak to an usher if you are interested.

Join Our Youth
Choir

Gingy Grimes, our
Music  Director, is
inviting children from

second grade and older to join our Youth Choir. 
The children are welcome to join Gingy and her
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assistants starting Sunday, November 7th, in the
Skylight Room at 11:30. The Youth Choir will
continue to meet each week, right after Sunday
School, for six weeks to prepare music for the
Thanksgiving Family Service on Sunday,
November 21, and for the Christmas season. The
Youth Choir will rehearse Sunday, November 7,
14, 21 and 28 and December 5 and 12 for these
particular services.  Please encourage your
children to join the Youth Choir and experience
the joy of singing!

Be a Senior Pen Pal

The Norwell Council on Aging is seeking Norwell
residents age 60 and older to participate in a Pen
Pal program with Cole Elementary School.  
Adults are paired with 3rd grade students and will
correspond with each other over a six-week
period, beginning in January.  The commitment
involves writing three letters and attending a
luncheon at the end of the program. This is a
great opportunity to help the class with its
community studies curriculum and meet some
wonderful children!  For more information,
contact Susan Curtin at the COA office at 781-659-
7878.

Service Committee

The Helen Fogg Service
Committee invites you to
attend Fogg Lecture which
will  be this Sunday,
October 24, from 3-4:30.  A
reception will follow.  It’s

never too early to think about this!

What is a Good Death?
The spirituality and ethics of end-of-life issues

By Dr. Michael J. Hartwig
Ethicist, writer, teacher, traveler, academic, artist

and more

A voluntary donation will be collected at the door
for Campus of Caring, a group working to secure
property for a non-profit hospice home on the
South Shore.

Michael J. Hartwig, Ph.D., received his Ph.D. in
religious ethics from Southern Methodist
University.  He is an interfaith ethicist who has
consulted widely in the field of applied ethics-
business ethics, health care ethics and sexual
ethics.  Hartwig serves as the in-house scholar for
“Illume”, an organization which designs and
coordinates educational and religious group
travel to places around the world. He is also an
accomplished oil painter with frequent shows in
the Boston area.

Michael teaches part-time at Northeastern
University and Emmanuel College in the area of
applied ethics, world religions and the
phenomenology of religion. He served on the
New England/Maritimes Regional Board of the
American Academy of Religion from 1999 to 2010

and served as President for 2009-2010.  He is an
active publisher and presenter at academic
conferences.  He is also writing a historical novel
about Rome in the 1500s.

In addition to teaching, presenting & publishing
in religious studies and applied ethics, Dr.
Hartwig has devoted his professional life to
developing substantive study abroad learning
opportunities for adult students. He draws on his
five years of living in Europe (Italy, Spain &
Germany), his work in faculty and curriculum
development, his background in philosophy,
religion, pastoral formation, and liberal studies,
and his experience working with adult learners.

Contact him at hartwigm@travelillume.com
See his art at http://www.michaeljhartwig.com/
Learn about Illume's educational & religious
group travel programs at www.travelillume.com



 Walk a Mile…Religious Education at First Parish Church

From the DRE:

   The Japanese Buddhist poet and wanderer, Basho, wrote, "every
day is a journey and the journey itself is home....”  Our theme in Religious Education this year
is “Walk a Mile” and so far we have had a wonderful journey!  One of the great treasures of
Unitarian Universalism is the amazing range and variety of spiritual and intellectual ideas and
experiences that it embraces.  From our youngest Church school children to our adults-religious
education is a journey and that journey is…home.  Welcome home!
Blessings, Stuart Twite (DRE)

Adult Learning:

Slow Down-You move too fast…
Exploring the spiritual practice of: Poetry Art and Music
Session Three meets WEDNESDAY EVENING (October 20th) at 7pm in the Skylight Room.
We will talk about MUSIC as a path of mindful living.
*******Absolutely no experience or proficiency as an artist, poet or musician is
needed!*******
If you have any questions, don't hesitate to ask! Stuart Twite (DRE)

The First Parish Book Group discusses:  _"The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night
Time" by Mark Haddon.  Join us on Wednesday, November 3rd at 7pm (Try us out!)

“A Panorama of Life” our First Parish Bible Study Group presents:  “Justice and the
Prophetic Voice”.  We meet in the Fogg Parlor at 9am on the first and third Sundays of each
month.  We would love to see you!

For updates on our Religious Education program for children, youth and adults, go anytime to:
http://reeveryday.blogspot.com/
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  SPIRE

       James Library & Center for the Arts

Curious about what is new at the James?
What? You have never been?

Join us at our Fall Open House on
Friday, October 29th.

Stop by between 6- 8 PM and enjoy live art demos in the gallery by watercolorist Lily Cleveland
and printmaker Lisa Flynn.  Hear Felicity Long discuss her new book Great Escapes New
England and meet the board, staff and volunteers.  The children's singing ensemble, The Studio
Chorus will perform at 6:30 PM and there will be music throughout the evening.   Refreshments,
ticket giveaways and more.  Please join us. Children are most welcome.

NON-PROFIT ORG.
STANDARD MAIL

U.S. POSTAGE
PAID

NORWELL, MA
PERMIT NO. 2

TIME-RELATED MATERIAL
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED


	October 20, 2010 page 1
	October 20, 2010 page 2
	October 20, 2010 page
	rel ed for spire
	October 20, 2010 mail

