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Sunday Services – 10:00 am

January 29:                                              The Energy of Prayer


    Rev. Dr. Victoria Weinstein

What is prayer? The Buddhist monk Thich Nhat Hahn will be our spiritual guide for this morning’s reflections. You will leave the service with some simple prayer practices from the Buddhist tradition that may help you cultivate calm, compassion and peace in your life. 

February 5: 
                            Happy Birthday to Us, and Who is ‘Us’?

Join us as we honor the 50th anniversary of Unitarian Universalism.  What led the American Unitarian Association and the Universalist Church of America to become the Unitarian Universalist Association in 1961?  What did each contribute to our evolving faith Tradition, and what does it mean to us?  And who is “us” anyway?  What are we to one another, and who are we when we gather?  Join us for the rest of the story and for a special appearance of The Old UU Guy’s!

“IN THE SPIRIT”
Our all-church survey provided us with a helpful snapshot of where our heads and hearts are at regarding many important aspects of congregational life.  As I mentioned in a recent service, one of the things that came up for many in our community was discomfort with Joys and Concerns.  Although I came out very strongly in favor of honoring the way our children participate in this ritual (because those “silly” things they share often feel like major events in their lives, and the affectionate regard of their religious community helps them feel that church is a place that loves and cares about them), I do want to keep working with you to be more thoughtful about the way we share “J’s and C’s.”  One thing we should always bear in mind is that Sunday morning is for seekers, and should never feel like an insiders-only affair.   Public worship is just that: public.  For that reason, I want to ask the community to refrain from sharing medical details when bringing a pastoral concern to the attention of the community.  It is sufficient to say that someone is ill or injured and needs help or prayers.  Please do not include details, as medical details are simply too intimate to be shared in a public forum. 

There is always a delicate balance, and perhaps even a creative tension, between being a close church community where we seek to deeply know each other, and a being a public institution that is constantly making room for newcomers and respecting boundaries between people. We’ll continue to figure it out together. 

In faith, hope and love,

Rev. Vicki
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CIRCLE FOR COMPASSION 

Making Space for Peace in Your Week

Wednesday, February 8

6:45-7:30 pm

in the Meetinghouse
This once-a-month evening worship service is inspired by Karen Armstrong’s book, Twelve Steps to a Compassionate Life and the Charter for Compassion movement. Each gathering will be focused on cultivating compassion for both ourselves and others. You do not have to attend the full series of services.  
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ALL-CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTY AND POTLUCK

Saturday, February 4 
5-8 pm in the Parish Hall

Come and enjoy an evening of good food, good company, games, crafts, music and cake.  We ask that those attending bring either a casserole or salad to share.  Kate and Mike Sanborn will be available at Coffee Hour to answer any questions or to sign you up.  You can also contact Kate at kmsanborn@verizon.net . 


In conjunction with the birthday theme, as well as our commitment to service, we are donating birthday party items to Birthday Wishes.  Birthday Wishes brings birthday parties to homeless children living in shelters all over the Boston area, including many South Shore communities.  Suggested gift items include: juice boxes, cake mix, frosting, disposable baking pans, small favor bag items (bubbles, stickers, fake jewelry, temporary tattoos, etc.), empty favor bags, disposable cameras and birthday-themed wrapping paper and gift bags.  Even if you’re not able to attend the party, you can drop off items for Birthday Wishes during Coffee Hour in January.  Learn more about their group by visiting www.birthdaywishes.org. 


We also encourage you to bring in a photo from your youth (preferable that funny 8-12 year old age range) and give it to Mike Sanborn by next Sunday, January 29.  Or, you can email it to him at mlsanborn@gmail.com.  He will scan it and post it at the party.  Then, we try to match each picture with the person.  We hope that many of you can attend this inter-generational event sponsored by the Activities Committee.  Fun for all ages!
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ALLIANCE NEWS

The February book review will be on Wednesday, February 15, at 10 am at the home of Winnie Lou Rounds at 18 Otis Place in Scituate. (This is a change from the Alliance program booklet.)  Winnie Lou will share with us her many wildflower books as well as her passion and knowledge about them. For more information, please contact Helen Keeler at 781-837-8248. 

WHAT IF … WORKSHOP OFFERED HERE AT FIRST PARISH! 
Sunday, February 26, 2012 

2-4pm in the Parish Hall

WHAT IF something unexpected were to happen to you?  Would your family know about your finances, your important documents, (do you have your important documents in place??) final wishes, family medical history?  For just $25 ($40 per couple), workshop attendees will be led through the steps of filling out the What if … Workbook, a fill-in-the blank organizational guide created by Scituate author Gwen Morgan, inspired by her work with hospice, the elderly, and personal experience.  We will discuss finances, contacts, documents, final wishes, family medical history, legacy, and much more! Hingham attorney Leanna Hamill will be present to answer your legal questions. Light refreshments will be served. Procrastinate no more! Give the Gift of Preparedness to your loved ones. Register at www.whatifworkbook.com.  The opportunity to make crucial decisions BEFORE a crisis happens!
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COMING SOON… A NEW PARISH DIRECTORY

This spring, First Parish will be issuing an updated Parish Directory.  This will be produced in-house, and will not be the fancy version with photos.  Soon, Hope will be leaving out a clipboard with the current listings so you will have the opportunity to make updates and additions.  Stay tuned!
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GUEST AT YOUR TABLE

First Parish Norwell recently received a letter from the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee, thanking us for our participation in the “Guest at Your Table” program.  We proudly report that we raised $1327.40!  The funds we raised will help the UUSC continue their efforts to defend the human right to water, to restore and protect our civil liberties, to ensure workers’ rights and to preserve the rights of vulnerable people after disasters.
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2012

The 2012 UUA General Assembly in Phoenix, June 20 – 24 will be a unique and historic event.  For the first time a General Assembly will have one focus -- justice and human rights.  With the workshops, presentations and public witness events this GA has the potential to move us to a higher level of involvement in our communities and the world, not just this year, but into the future.   General Assembly is being designed to be multigenerational, actively involving youth, young adults and families of all ages.  There will be workshops and events addressing justice issues and immigration as well as many of the traditional features that make every GA memorable – the Service of the Living Tradition, the Ware Lecture, the GA Choir, the Exhibit Hall, prominent speakers and daily and Sunday worship services.

The Ballou Channing District 2012 Justice GA Task Force encourages all UUs in the BCD to start making plans to attend, follow the GA web pages at http://www.uua.org/ga, subscribe to the new BCD bi-weekly electronic Justice GA Bulletin for updates about GA and information about immigration justice by contacting the BCD office at BCDoffice@verizon.net, and keep your eyes open for additional information from the Task Force that will be coming in the next several weeks.  
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COFFEE HOUR EXPERIMENT

I recently overheard a Coffee Hour host say, “It’s a lot of fun, but it’s also a lot of work.”  In an effort to encourage more people to sign up to be hosts, Joyce Pickel and I want to make hosting Coffee Hour more fun, less costly and not so much work.  Therefore, during the months of February and March, we are asking the people who have signed up to host to use the “Coffee Hour Lite” formula:  coffee and tea, of course, and baskets of store-bought crackers and/or cookies.  

There may still be people who want to put on a spread, so we suggest that each month have one “Big” coffee hour Sunday, perhaps on a holiday or a day that has special significance for the hosts.  If there are no takers, all the coffee hours will be “Lite.”  

I’ve had positive feedback when I proposed this “experiment” to a number of church members.  We do still need hosts for February 12th and 26th and March 11th - perhaps you would be willing to give “Coffee Hour Lite” a try?  

~Prue Miller
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The James Library & Center for the Arts

The South Shore Woodturners
In the Art Gallery February 3-29
Free opening reception on Friday, February 3 from 6-8 pm. A group show by an incredible group of craftsmen- vases, bowls, sculptures and wall hangings.

Free Children's Program
”A Visit with the Snow Princess”
Saturday, February 4 at 10:30 am.  For children ages 3-6.  45-minutes of interactive songs and games led by children's performer Elaine Kessler. Call 781-659-7100 to sign up. Community sponsorship by the Church Hillers of Norwell.

Stay in touch with the James!
www.jameslibrary.org
www.facebook/thejameslibrary
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HELEN FOGG SERVICE COMMITTEE 

Please consider volunteering for the Habitat for Humanity/Norwell House committee or their May fund-raiser committee!  We will eventually have plenty of opportunities for you to sign up to volunteer to actually work on the house, also.  This is a wonderful way for all of Norwell and surrounding communities to come together.  Contact Bev Gardner if you are interested in these first two Habitat opportunities.

PARENTS: Are you looking for a hands-on, quick and easy way for your family to help your fellow man/woman?  UU churches across the South Shore will hold a one-day food drive at local grocery stores for local food pantries.  First Parish Norwell will collect “just one item” from customers at the Norwell and Pembroke Stop and Shops on Saturday, March 24 (snow date is March 31).  Please consider signing up your whole family for a two-hour shift at one of the stores!   You will feel wonderful after the experience, and the Norwell and Pembroke food pantries will be so much richer in food.

Bev Gardner, Chair

Scott Babcock, Vice Chair

Marcia Babcock, Noel Constantino, Pat Bordewieck, Paul Bourque, Pat Crumley, Barbara Meacham, Mary Mercier, Dorothy and Bill Montuori, Sue Robinson (Parish Committee liaison), Amy Stephenson, Jack Wallace and Jane and Stan Wilderoter
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FIRST PARISH BOOK GROUP

The February selection is The Housekeeper and the Professor, by Yoko Ogawa.  Join us on Wednesday, February 1 at 7pm in the Fogg Parlor.  New members are always welcome!

For information on the church’s religious education program for both adults and children, please visit the “RE Everyday” blog at http://reeveryday.blogspot.com.
UPCOMING MEETINGS AND SPECIAL EVENTS:

Wednesday, February 1:
First Parish Book Group, Fogg Parlor – 7 pm

Thursday, February 2:
Sustainable South Shore, Parish Hall – 7pm

Saturday, February 4:
All-Church Birthday Party & Potluck, Parish Hall, 5-8 pm

Sunday, February 5:

Activities Committee, Office – 11:30 am





Path to Membership, Fogg Parlor
- 11:30 am

Monday, February 6:
SPIRE deadline – hard copy





Parish Committee, Fogg Parlor – 7 pm

Wednesday, February 8:
Circle for Compassion, Meetinghouse – 6:45-7:30 pm

Sunday, February 12:
Helen Fogg Service Committee, Fogg Parlor – 11:30 am





Path to Membership, Skylight Room – 11:30 am


The deadline for the next hard-copy edition of The Spire is Monday, February 6th.  

For more information, or to review archived issues of The Spire, go to www.firstparishnorwell.org
The full First Parish calendar can be accessed online at the website by selecting “News” then scrolling to the calendar option.
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