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“In the Spirit”

I don’t know if the word has gotten around yet, but you should all know that we are losing our wonderful dynamic duo in the office, Karen Pritchard and Chris Solari. Chris is retiring and moving to Hilton Head, South Carolina, while Karen will be spending more time with family and tending to her general store, Wilbur’s, in Little Compton, Rhode Island. We will miss them terribly!! It takes something special to work in a church: one needs not only good professional skills, but a whole other dimension of excellence that is impossible to teach, and that is the dimension of kindness, sensitivity, and patience, and what we generally call “people skills.” These lovely ladies have been with us for many years and have been the welcoming face and voice for hundreds of callers and visitors, have deftly handled a variety of tasks amid constant interruption, have worked with dozens of church volunteers, adjusted to three different ministers, at least that many DRE’s, and a variety of Music Directors, sextons and youth directors. They have been the sane hub around which the flurry of First Parish programs spin, always providing administrative support with a smile.  Above and beyond their job descriptions, Chris and Karen have done things like paint the office (!) and provide a beautiful Italian dinner for the past seven years to our Church Council that meets in the autumn. 

We will be planning a send-off event soon to say goodbye to Karen and Chris, so keep your calendars at the ready.  Meanwhile, you can find them in the church office if you want to stop by to express your farewells and thanks in person.  

We love you, “Cookies!”

In faith, hope and love,

Rev. Vicki

CARING CORNER

Our condolences to Carrie Brandon and her family on the loss of her mother, who passed away on May 12 in San Diego, California.

Healing wishes to Pearl Jayko who recently had hip surgery and is recovering at Braintree Rehab.

We have an address for Tommie Magazu! 

Mail can be sent to: 

SFC Magazu, Tommie  

1166 Trans. Co.

HQ PLT

APO AE  09366

SUNDAY SERVICES

May 23: 



“The Soul Of Depression”
            Rev. Victoria Weinstein
The seventh “deadly sin” has been variously identified as Sloth, Acedia, Despair, and Apathy. We identify most of those qualities today with depression, a spiritual, emotional and physical state that is all too common to the human condition, but which deserves special understanding from the religious community. Today we will look at Acedia from a contemporary liberal religious perspective.

May 30:  




“Service” 
                                 Rev. Victoria Weinstein
On Memorial Day weekend we will reflect on freedom, war, and the idea of giving one’s life in service. There will be no Sunday School today but child care and baby care will be provided.

June 6:     MEMBERSHIP SUNDAY AND FLOWER COMMUNION Rev. Victoria Weinstein

Today we welcome our newest members and celebrate our Flower Communion.  Please remember to plan this evening’s Annual Meeting into your schedule. Child care will be provided and we hope you will all come and participate in the governance of your congregation. 

June 13: 



“There’s a Place For Us”
            Rev. Victoria Weinstein
Broadway composer Stephen Sondheim, the lyricist and composer of shows like “Gypsy,” “West Side Story,” “Sweeney Todd,” “A Little Night Music” and “Company,” (among many others), turns 80 this year. In honor of this great artist’s birthday, we look at the yearning to belong through the lens of his lyrics. Second Sunday offering will go to the Human Rights Campaign, an advocacy organization for the equal rights and protections of gay, lesbian, bi-sexual and transgender people.

Introducing "Fresh Air and Fellowship" 

This summer we will again be having four summer worship services, July 11, July 25, August. 8, and August 22.  In addition, on the alternate Sundays we are introducing a new idea that we are calling Fresh Air and Fellowship (FAAF) as a way to stay connected during the summer months.  Each FAAF Sunday those wishing to participate will gather at the church and then (weather permitting) walk (more of an amble than a hike) together in the Norris Reservation for conversation and fellowship.  There will be a point person each time whose name will be published in the Spire, listed on the church website, www.firstparishnorwell.org,  and also posted at each entrance to the church.  If it rains people will gather in the Parish Hall for coffee instead.  The schedule is as follows: 

June 20  - Last regular Sunday of this church year 

June 27 - FAAF, leaders Marlon & Les Taylor 

July 4 - Closed for July 4 holiday 

July 11- Joanne Howard's summer service 

July 18 - FAAF, leaders Dex & Sue Robinson 

July 25 - David Turner's summer service 

Aug 1 - FAAF, leader TBA 

Aug 8 - Stuart Twite's summer service 

Aug 15 - FAAF, leader TBA 

Aug 22 - Rev. Vicki's summer service 

Aug 29 - FAAF, leader TBA 

Sept 5 - Closed for holiday weekend 

Sept 12 - New church year begins! 

We hope that this will be an enjoyable, intergenerational time.  Watch for updates in the Spire and on the website!

ROMANIAN ADVENTURE 2009
Potluck And Presentation
May 26, 6:30-9:00 pm
Parish Hall

Join us on Wednesday, May 26 at 6:30 for a potluck dinner and presentation from Rev. Vicki's sabbatical trip to Transylvania. She will regale us with tales of being robbed in Bucharest, being rescued by an angelic taxi driver in Fagaras, finding her grandfather's village Iasi, and traveling to our Partner Church in the village of Kadacs. Stops along the way include the real Dracula's birthplace (watch a wedding processional through the town!), the fortress of Deva where Unitarian martyr Francis David was imprisoned and died, and the "Alabaster City." Meet Giui Baci (Uncle George) and his dog Mookie. Meet our sister minister Rosalia and her family, and see and hear the sounds of the worshiping congregation in Kadacs.  This promises to be a wonderful evening, don't miss it!!
The 2010 First Parish Regatta 

Saturday, August 7, 2010 - 9:30 A.M.
Put in at the Marshfield Side of the Union Street Bridge, Proceed up river to Couch Beach
Bring canoeing/kayaking gear ... plus lunch
Pizza party @ Babcock's in evening
Questions:  Marcia Babcock ... 781 659-2956
Rain Date: Sunday, 8/8/2010 ... same time
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Please recycle any plastic flowerpots you accumulate this year by donating them to next year's plant sale. All sizes other than 6 packs needed. The success of the plant sale is directly proportional to the number of pots we have.  Place in 3rd shed.  Thank you!
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We had a glorious day at the Spring Market!  Parishioners were so very generous with donations that we had far more to sell than we have ever had before!  We made over $2600!

Thank you to all who participated this year!  There were 38 of us who worked for 1 hour up to the many who came in to help Tues. -Fri. of the week before the Market-and stayed all day Sat.!  That's not counting the people who hung signs in grocery stores the month before, the people who donated items so generously and the people who attended the Spring Market-all essential components!  It takes a village (church) to have a successful major church fund-raiser!  Now we need to encourage more parishioners to bring their families, browse and have lunch and fun at next year's Spring Market! The lucky Red Sox ticket winner is Kati Gurney, a Certified Nursing Assistant at Bev Gardner's father's nursing home.

Bev Gardner, Chair and co-originator of the Spring Market (then called the Flea Market/Yard Sale) 14 years ago with Ellie Fewkes!

Meetings

Alliance Board, Wed., May 19, 10 a.m. at the home of Vivian Perry

Finance Committee, Tues., June 1, 7:15 in the Church Office

Invested Funds Committee, Tues., May 18, 7:30 p.m. in the Church Office

Parish Committee, Tues., May 18, 7 p.m. in the Fogg Parlor

The Helen Fogg Service Committee, Sun., June 13, 11:30 a.m. in the Fogg Parlor

SAVE THE DATE 

FOR THE ANNUAL MEETING – SUNDAY, JUNE 6TH AT 7 P.M. IN THE MEETINGHOUSE

The Deadline for the next hard-copy edition of The Spire is Sunday, May 30th  

The deadline for the following issue is June 13th  (hardcopy edition, last Spire until the Summer edition in August)

WARRANT FOR ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
The members of First Parish of Norwell are hereby notified of the Annual Parish Meeting, to be held in the Parish Hall, Sunday, June 6, 2010, at 7:00 p.m. to hear and act upon the following articles:

ARTICLE I:
To act upon the acceptance of new members.

ARTICLE II:
To approve the report and recommendations of the Nominating Committee.

ARTICLE III:
To accept the report of the Parish Committee and the reports of all other committees and organizations as printed.

ARTICLE IV:
To determine whether the Parish will amend the First Parish of Norwell Bylaws, Article 5, Elections, and Article 6, Elected Committees, as follows to remove references to the Trustees of the South Scituate First Parish Fund Corporation: (bolded text is new).



    ARTICLE 5.
ELECTIONS

To serve three (3) years, one (1) member of the South Scituate First Parish Fund Corporation every third year (beginning 2002), two (2) members every other year.

ARTICLE 6.
ELECTED COMMITTEES

Elected committees of the Parish shall be: Parish Committee, Finance Committee, Invested Funds Committee, Trustees of the South Scituate First Parish Fund Corporation, James Library and Center for the Arts Trustees, Nominating Committee, Called Minister Search Committee and the Interim Minister Search Committee.

Section 3. Trustees of the South Scituate First Parish Fund Corporation

Trustees of the South Scituate First Parish Fund Corporation shall consist of five (5) voting members of the Parish each serving a three (3) year term. No member who has served for two consecutive full terms shall succeed himself/herself or any other member until one or more years has transpired.

The Fund shall hold ALL funds assigned to it by the Parish.

The Trustees shall:

· Consult with the Finance Committee concerning transfer of funds for Parish use.

· Maintain records of all investments, income, and distributions from the Fund.

· Pay over to the Treasurer such portion of the Fund as may be voted by the Parish.

· Provide a report to the Parish on the performance of the Fund and activities of the Trustees at the Annual Meeting.

· Report to the Treasurer, Parish Committee, and Finance Committee upon request.   

Section 4. Invested Funds Committee



    . . . . . .

The Invested Funds Committee shall:

· Establish and maintain an asset allocation to reflect and be consistent with the above Management of Invested Funds Guidelines.

· Establish a payout rate for the Invested funds. The payout rate should be based on expected investment returns, prudent management practices, changing market conditions and inflation expectations.

· Distribute income from that portion of the invested funds previously known as the South Scituate First Parish Fund, consistent with the historical method of maintaining individual fund accounts, to insure the integrity of the purpose and intent of past bequests and gifts.

· Meet at least annually with the Parish Committee-approved investment advisory firm to review performance, including: achievement of established benchmarks; a level of liquidity adequate to assure availability of funds designated expendable; and appropriate adjustment of the portfolio.

· Evaluate the current investment advisory firm every 5 years and recommend to the Parish Committee whether they should be retained.

· Meet at least quarterly. The Invested Funds Committee shall report semiannually to the Finance Committee and Parish Committee and annually to the Parish at the Annual Parish Financial Meeting on the status of the Church Invested Funds, including: the Fund(s)’ value, any change in the asset allocation strategy, and the performance of the investment advisory firm.
ARTICLE V:
     To approve the report of the Parish Treasurer.

ARTICLE VI:
To act upon the budget for the fiscal year 2010/2011  (beginning July 1, 2010) as presented by the Parish Committee.

 ARTICLE VII:
To determine whether the Parish will authorize the Treasurer, with the approval of the Parish Committee, to borrow money if needed.

ARTICLE VIII:
To approve the actions of the Parish Committee for the past year.

ARTICLE IX:
To hear and act upon any instructions to the Parish Committee or any other Parish matters.
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May 18, 2010
                                                                N. Dexter Robinson

Norwell, Massachusetts                                                         Parish Clerk







