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May 2:  




“The Midas Touch”
            Rev. Victoria Weinstein

Continuing in our series on the Seven Deadly Sins, we look at Greed, perhaps the most morally confusing of the vices. In America, greed also goes by the name “having it all,” and “the good life.” In a society afflicted by “affluenza,” do we really want to get well? 

May 9: 



        “What’s Eating You”                  Rev. Victoria Weinstein

SECOND SUNDAY

This week, we address the sixth of the Seven Deadly Sins, Gluttony.  We now have scientific evidence that fatty, highly-processed foods have a similar effect on the brain as cocaine. Drawing on the work of David Kessler and Michael Pollan, we look at the spirituality and morality of eating well, eating better, and in some cases, eating less.  Our Second Sunday Offering will go to support a local food pantry.

May 16: 




    Music Sunday

2010 Stewardship Canvass for FY ‘11

Thank you for reading our letter and considering the Church’s request. A prompt reply will be sincerely appreciated and of great assistance in planning our Church’s budget for next year!        The Finance Committee

Meetings

Alliance Board, Wed., May 19, 10 a.m. in the Fogg Parlor

Alliance Annual Meeting and Buffet, Wed., May 5, in the Parish Hall and Fogg Parlor

Finance Committee, Tues., May 4, 7:15 in the Church Office

Invested Funds Committee, Mon., May 18, 7:30 p.m. in the Church Office

Parish Committee, Tues., May 18, 7 p.m. in the Fogg Parlor

The Helen Fogg Service Committee, Sun., May 16, 11:30 a.m. in the Fogg Parlor

Worship Committee, Mon., May 10, 7:30 p.m. in the Church Office

The Youth Group will meet on Sunday May 2nd and Sunday May 16 from 5-7 p.m. in the Skylight Room

CARING CORNER

Our condolences to Bonnie Morrissey and her family on the death of her father, Bruce A. Hunter. Bruce was laid to rest at the Church Hill Cemetery on April 20th.

Please remember the hungry as you shop for your groceries. Local food pantries report increased need and decreased contributions: please help if you can.

Sign up now for Romania Night: a potluck dinner and slide show from Rev. Vicki’s visit to our partner village and church in Kadacs, Transylvania. Wednesday, May 19 at 7 pm. 

ALLIANCE ANNUAL BUFFET LUNCHEON AND ANNUAL MEETING
Wednesday, May 5 at 12 noon

 Delicious casseroles, salads and yummy dessert -   Hope to see our members and friends!

Get a head start!!  Pay your 2010-2011 Dues at the luncheon.  Next year’s programs will

include 4 speakers, 3 book reviews,  a Christmas concert/luncheon and the annual May luncheon.
The next Alliance board meeting will be on May 19th at the home of Vivian Perry.

This Saturday Night is  FAMILY BOWLING NIGHT!
Coming up is the annual Cosmic "Disco" Bowling Night for First Parish families & friends.  The date is this Saturday night, May 1st from 7pm - 8pm.  We will again be at the Satuit Bowlaway in Scituate Harbor for candlepin bowling.  The cost is $5 per person.  RSVP's are needed to reserve the correct number of lanes.  Please contact Les Taylor at (781) 837-2929 or lestaylor@me.com
SPRING MARKET NOTES:

· The Spring Market (Flea Market/Yard Sale) is on Sat. May 15—in a little over 2 weeks!!!

Important info to know-

*You can bring in your donations for the church tables on Sun., May 9-Friday, May 14.
*Eric Page has generously offered to pick up items you wish to give to the church if you can't get them to the church yourself!  Thank you so much, Eric!  Call him at 781-987-1416 to make an appointment for pick up.

*There are still tables for rent for $25-you can sell your own items and keep the profits! Call the church office Tues.-Fri. mornings to rent one 781-659-7122  

*If the day of the Spring Market is nice, you can bring your own table and set up outside for $22  No need to sign up for that—just show up!

*There will be a very expanded plant table this year-please donate to that!  We will dig your plants (need volunteers!)  if you can't get to it yourself!  Call Mary Davis if 
you would like this service!  781- 545-2417    

*Marina Selby is looking for higher end items to sell at the “Tongue in Chic Boutique.” (see below)         .

Questions?  Contact Bev Gardner   781-829-0932   bevgardner@comcast.net
· The Tongue in Chic Boutique

This years Spring Market will once again feature the ever-popular Tongue in Chic Boutique. Our theme this year is “Go Green” Since our focus is on a mix of recycled vintage and nearly new items. For example, gift certificates to carwashes, restaurants and clothing stores, Country French, English, and Scandinavian accents and or textiles always do well. Artwork such as prints, watercolors, black and white photos are always in demand. Costume, designer, silver, gold and ethnic jewelry are hot items. Anything nautical such as buoys, telescopes, oars, anchors, lanterns, trunks, shore birds, ship’s clocks, etc. do especially well as many are in beach mode this time of year. Garden accessories, including unique planters, birdbaths, houses, and feeders are very popular as well as statuary and anything wrought iron. Funky fun pet items are a cool addition as well. So please go green and don’t delay, start recycling rather than discarding or disregarding those unique items that promise to make this boutique exquisite, affordably priced, and definitely worth it!!

· Calling All Green and Wanna-Be Green Thumbs

Perennial Plants, ground covers, houseplants and shrubs are needed for the Spring Market.   

1.        Bring your discarded plant pots to church and place them in the third shed. All sizes and types needed except 6 packs.

2.       Add your name to the list at the “Go To” table for pledging plant donations

3.       Add your name to the list at the “Go To” table for volunteering to help dig plants from a donor’s garden

4. Come to the sale and take home perennials at 90% less than what Kennedy’s sells them for!

THEY'RE HERE!  The new church photo directories have arrived!  Stop by coffee hour on an upcoming Sunday to pick up your free copy.  Each church member's family receives one directory, so please look for them at the "Go To" table after church.

From Lifespan Religious Education:
 

· A Panorama of Life (Our First Parish Bible Study)

We meet the 1st and 3rd Sundays of each month at 9am in the Fogg Parlor. Our current topic is Forgiveness.  If you need a Bible or have any questions, please contact stuart twite at: Home: 781 837 8791 Church: 781 659 7122 Email: dreslt@live.com
 

· The First Parish Meditation Group

 Do you need a way to manage the stress in your life? Are you looking for a spiritual practice to ground your everyday life? Join us for a quiet hour of meditation on 

Thursday evenings at 6:15 pm in the Fogg Parlor. No experience necessary!   

· The First Parish Book Group discusses: “People of the Book” by Geraldine Brooks 

Join us on Wed. evening, May the 5th at 7pm in the Fogg Parlor 

 

Save the Date!
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            The First Parish Golf Tournament Trophy 

                       is once again back up for grabs. 

Don’t miss this opportunity to hold the trophy for an entire year!

The tournament will be played at Squirrel Run Golf Course on May 22.

Gather by 12:30, Tee Off at 1:00

$90.00 per Golfer includes a scrumptious dinner!

Corporate Sponsors are needed - $50.00 per hole

Sign up with Deane Howard, Peter Fairbanks or John Meddaugh at Coffee Hour

The James Library & Center for the Arts

	Mark your calendars for Books in Bloom at the James on Friday and Saturday, May 14-15! Tickets are available at the door. Friday benefit party 6-9 p.m. ($20) Saturday open house 10- 2 p.m. ($8 / children free) 


	View displays, Raffles, Silent Auction, Light Fare, Live Music, Vote for your favorite display.


View three floors of 25 one-of-a kind floral displays created by local artists, gardeners and book lovers. Each display brings to life a favorite book. Some of the featured books include The Help, The Tipping Point, Where the Wild Things Are, and The Devil Wears Prada.

Sign up in the Parish Hall or call or email the church office to help with our Sunday Services. We are in need of pulpit arrangements and Coffee Hour hosts. 

Office phone: 781.659.7122 Email: office@firstparishnorwell.org 

Openings include:

Pulpit Arrangements: May 2, 16, 30 and June 6,13,20

Coffee Hour Hosts:  May 30, June 6 and 13 

The Deadline for the next hard-copy edition of The Spire is Sunday, May 2nd 

Subsequent deadlines:  May 16 (email edition), May 30 (hardcopy edition), June 13 (hardcopy edition, last Spire until the Summer edition in August)

“In the Spirit”  








Rev. Victoria Weinstein

I’m sorry that more of you were not able to attend the Union Sunday Service in Hingham this past weekend. It celebrated the common threads that weave First Parish in Norwell together with four other area Unitarian Universalist congregations (Old Ship and Second Parish in Hingham, First Parish in Cohasset and First Parish in Scituate). We saw a quilt made in the mid 1800’s by the women if First Parish in Cohasset and heard about three early (male) ministers in Scituate and Hingham, learning much about our shared history. Seeking to include more women in the service, I shared this piece about our own Helen Fogg, a woman whose spirit blesses our congregation, and whose memory is dear to many who remember who with devoted fondness. She was a truly great lady and an exemplary human being. – Rev. Vicki

If you visit First Parish in Norwell, you will see evidence of Helen Fogg everywhere. We have the Fogg Parlor, a lovely addition that is furnished with Helen’s antique furniture and which displays several portraits of Helen on its shelves, along with some of her treasures from her travels abroad.  In our meetinghouse, the beautiful chandelier was a gift from Helen, and there is a Helen Fogg pew that she sat in for perhaps hundreds of Sundays. Helen Fogg was the congregation’s benefactress, leaving the congregation a very generous endowment in 1984. 

She was the daughter of a wealthy Norwell family, born in 1903 when the town was just a village and she would ride a pony cart to the town center.  She remembers Mr. Ewell, a Civil War veteran who came home more dead than alive, a skeleton covered with skin, and the Alms House (also called the Poor Farm) which was “a fine institution indeed.” Her father was a domineering patriarch, the powerful banker and First Parish board member Horace Fogg, and her mother Isabella, a creative and eccentric free spirit who used to make quite a spectacle of herself mounting front-lawn productions of “A Midsummer Night’s Dream” at their enormous yellow house on Main Street (or what is now known as Route 123).  Helen’s only brother, Faulkner, died when she was just a girl and she was lonely, learning early to mask her melancholy with a sunny disposition and to use her indomitable humor to lead her through life.

And so you might think, daughter of great privilege, small town, protective father and somewhat batty mother, a parlor full of tasteful antiques and a few bibelots from adventures abroad and what assumptions do you make? Well, I know what I thought, what I assumed about Helen when I arrived in Norwell eight years ago and first heard her name and about the great fortune she had left our church. I figured that Helen was an elegant Boston Brahmin type who had she had gone to boarding school (she did), then to college, then got married and returned home like a dutiful daughter to be near mother and father, perhaps had some children, served on church committees and volunteered for various philanthropic societies, and died at a ripe old age on a warm evening after a glass of afternoon sherry, perhaps with a book or a cat in her lap.

I was very wrong.

Although Helen did eventually return to Norwell as a dutiful daughter to care for her mother at the end of her life, she took a long and amazing detour of fifty plus years between.  Helen Fogg was an amazing and intrepid woman who embodies our phrase, “Faith in Action.” She was a schoolteacher, in Cambridge at the progressive Shady Hill School, and went to teach as a volunteer one summer at a tiny outpost of rugged Labrador called Lanse au Clair. Just getting there was more of a trial than many of us will ever endure. Although teaching was always central to her life’s work, she was also an advocate, an activist and a humanitarian, traveling thousands of miles in the days before travel was easy or convenient to be in relationship with the people she helped. Central to that relationship was always Helen’s respect for the inherent dignity of whoever she was working with.

Helen wanted badly to go to France and drive an ambulance during World War I, but since she was only 14 she had to satisfy herself with tending a victory garden at home, which she did with special diligence. When the second World War broke out, she went to work at the Hanover Fireworks Factory, which had been converted to a munitions factory. 

Here are some of the other things she did: she went to New Caledonia in the South Pacific to work for the Red Cross during WWII.  While she was there, she taught English Literature to the soldiers, bringing them Shakespeare and TS Eliot and Chaucer. She was awarded a medal by the U.S. Army for her work. 

In 1949, Helen went to work for the Unitarian Service Committee, forging a relationship with the organization that was to last for the rest of her life, and continuing her amazing commitment to humanitarian service. 

She went to Europe after the war to help refugees, traveling to Czechoslovakia many times, and also spending a considerable amount of time in France (she spoke French).  She established a relationship between the tiny French village of Courzelle and the Shady Hill School in Cambridge.  This story exemplifies the way Helen worked with people: Despite the fact that their village had been bombed to a rubble, Helen wrote, “the spirit and pride of the French were standing tall.” Recognizing this, Helen was very careful not to imply that the relationship between the school and the village would be charity, but approached the headmistress of the Courzelle school to plea on behalf of the American students, whom she said “really needed to learn about schools other than their own.” This would be a project in international relations, and would be a great help to the American children. She repeated her plea to the school board, and after much deliberation, the Courzelles decided that they would participate. It was good to help American children, n’est-ce pas?

After World War II, Helen went to Cambodia on behalf of the U.S. Foreign Operations Administration to help make education reforms that would help the newly independent nation. One of the goals, as she wrote, was to have “Cambodians teaching Cambodians” – again, her commitment to human dignity. The Vietnam War put an end to her work in Southeast Asia, a mission whose incompleteness she called tragic. 

Those are just a mere few of Helen’s adventures. Read Ruth Bailey’s wonderful book Where In The World if you want to hear more, and to become acquainted with Helen’s delightful personality. I cannot begin to do her justice in this short time.

The symbol of the flaming chalice originated with the Unitarian Service Committee in the years that Helen Fogg was most active, and I always associate her spirit with its light. She could have so easily been an armchair activist and written checks from the safety of her estate in Norwell, but she pushed herself out into the world far beyond her comforts and privileges to bear witness to the horrors and the hope that signify the best and worst of our species.

Quoting Eleanor Roosevelt, Helen wrote, “It is better to light one candle than to curse the darkness. Most of the candles that we lighted together, working with people, are still burning and have grown into some powerful lights.”  

May we carry her light forward.







