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December 6:  








             Rev. Victoria Weinstein
“Second Naivete: The Mystical Way of Faith”

The season of Advent is all about finding the spirit of the child within. Philosopher Paul Ricouer coined the phrase “second naivete” to describe the religious faith we can develop after we have passed through the critical dismissal of literal beliefs. Today we dedicate Liam Booker and Eleanor Bannon and welcome them into our covenant.

December 13:  







                         Rev. Victoria Weinstein 

and Jennifer Anderson Shattuck, Director of Youth Programming
“Where The Wild Things Are”

Our Second Sunday Offering today will go to the DCF (Department of Children and Families) to provide a Christmas to teens who find themselves in foster care at holiday time. Rev. Vicki and Jennifer Shattuck reflect on the wilderness experience of teen life, and what it means to all of us.

December 20:










            Everyone
“A UU Christmas Pageant”
Today we will create the tender scene in Bethlehem, with shepherds and angels, and sheep and carols. And you. Come sing and rejoice. 

MEETINGS

Alliance Meeting, Wed., Dec. 9, 10 a.m. in the Parish Hall

Denominational Affairs Comm., Tues., Dec. 15, 7:30 p.m., in the Church Office

Parish Committee, Tues., Dec. 15, 7 p.m. in the Fogg Parlor

Service Committee, Sun., Dec. 13, 11:30 a.m. in the Fogg Parlor

Trustees of Invested Funds, Mon., Dec. 14, 7:30 p.m. in the Church Office
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Christmas Eve Poinsettias orders now being taken

The Dedications will be listed in the Order of Service 

Plants may be brought home after the Christmas Eve Service

Place your order at Coffee Hour on the 6th, 13th or 20th!

This year the cost will be $6/plant

CALL FOR MITTEN TREE DONATIONS!

The time has come once again to decorate our mitten tree with donations for those in need! Our donations of CHILD-SIZED hats, mittens, and gloves will be given again this year to South Shore Head Start, which provides each of the 320 kids it serves with a full set of winter gear.

Donations will be collected by our youth group during service on SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20th. 
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Merci, Thank You, Gracia,  
Congratulations and thanks to all who worked on or supported in any way the Holiday Fair.  So far we have raised $6924 (compared to a final $7425 last year, $7836 in 2007 and $5771 in 2005).  Having such a splendid sunny day was a help.  While the fair is a lot of work, I always enjoy the day and the companionship and feel very good about First Parish and its people.

The following are the results by table (with great thanks to those who chaired them):  

Set-up & Handcrafts ($1021) Marcia Babcock; Silent Auction ($1224) Marina Selby & Joanne Howard; Gift Baskets ($1145) Deanna Riley & Bev Gardner; Baked Goods ($1218) Helen Keeler; Books ($312)  Sally Turner; Grandma’s Attic ($353) Phyllis Buell; Jewelry ($137) Stan & Jean Wilderoter; Sports ($75) Chris Kitchenham; Holiday Table ($314) Margy Miola & Rita Horgan; Toy Table ($148) Sue Keady; Special Painting Auction ($250) Peg Kitchenham; Snack Bar ($670) - Jim Miller; Publicity - Peg Kitchenham & Bev Gardner; Clean-up - Don Messinger.  

Special thanks to Marcia Babcock who led the baking workshop, and Chris Kitchenham who gathered greens, put up tables and publicity signs, hauled items, cleaned up and stayed cheerful. You can still buy items from the tables in the Parish Hall for the next week or so, and again huge thanks to all who helped donated or bought items.  

Gift Baskets at the Holiday Fair   - We had 43 gift baskets donated this year by 33 people and made $1145 for the church budget!  Thank you to all who donated and purchased baskets!
Bev, Deanna, Linda and Roberta
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Women of First Parish Norwell-Margy Miola has invited us to attend the Women's Group Traditional Holiday Party at her house in Milton on Friday Dec. 11 at 6:30 pm. We will carpool! Please bring something for the pot luck supper, a gift for the Yankee Swap and (new this year and suggested by Margy) a small gift ( lipstick, socks, lotion, deodorant, toothbrush, etc.) for a woman at a shelter. We will donate the collection.
As always, we encourage ladies of the church to attend! Please RSVP to Margy-- margy.e@rcn.com or  617-698-5326.

Thank You from the Worship Committee to those who baked the breads, those that set up and those that helped serve during our Thanksgiving Communion.

FOGG SERVICE COMMITTEE NEWS        
December 13th is the Sunday to bring your gifts for children in foster care.  Remember NOT to wrap the gifts, but please bring them in a gift bag labeled with the name of the child.  Thanks to your generosity 40 children will have a happier Christmas morning.   And thank you to Betsey Gordon for setting up this gift program.

South Shore UU Churches Food Pantry Collection

Heads up!  Our church will join other UU churches in the area on Sat. Jan. 30 at area grocery stores to collect items for local food pantries.  In Jan. we will be asking for people to volunteer for 2 hour stints, and we will need boxes to transport the items we collect. (We already have volunteer drivers!)  We would like this to be a fun family-oriented fund-raiser!

Looking for an unusual and very worthwhile gift to give this holiday season?  We are "selling" animals from Heifer International again!  Check out the "Go to it!" table at Coffee Hour!
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Celebrate the Guest at Your Table!

Our Guest at Your Table program is going strong. So many families and friends have brought human rights home and welcomed Guests to their lives!  Thanks to our support, our Unitarian Universalist Service Committee is working throughout the United States and around the world to advance human rights. 

Your beautiful Guest at Your Table box and Stories of Hope introduce you to people whose lives have been changed by this work.  Each week, families and friends can focus on a different Story of Hope as we sit down to meals together and consider our many blessings.

Last week at our family Thanksgiving Service, we met Daw San and Moe Moe, courageous women in Myanmar who partnered with UUSC to rebuild their lives and livelihoods after last year's deadly cyclone. 

This week, meet Abdul Khan, a young man in Afghanistan who is a committed supporter of women's rights and children's rights. Abdul Khan helps train Afghan schoolteachers, men and women, on human rights so they can introduce these subjects, where appropriate, in their classrooms. Consider what it means for children - boys and girls - to be able to attend school and learn about their human rights. And consider what even a small gift to your Guest at Your Table will mean to Abdul Khan, the Afghan schoolteachers, and their students, who are working hard to strengthen their rights.
You can learn more about UUSC's work to defend rights in times of crisis online at www.uusc.org/humanitariancrises

If you have not yet picked up your Guest at Your Table box and Stories of Hope, you can do so at the church office or by talking with Sue Robinson, our UUSC local representative.  Your generosity with the Guest at Your Table is tax deductible! Be sure to complete the form on your box, transfer your change into a check made out to UUSC and return it at the family Christmas Service on December 20th.

And remember ... gifts of $100 can be matched by the UU Congregation at Shelter Rock!
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  Lifespan Religious Education at FPN!
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


From the DRE:

   
Much of our lives are spent waiting.  We wait in lines, we wait for special occasions, we wait for bad times to end, we wait for rest.  In my mind I don’t believe in waiting but in living every moment fully as that moment.  I say in my mind because I spend far too much time waiting and not living. 

   
The season of Advent is all about waiting.  But it is also about deeply living within the wait.  May it be so for all of us.


On December the 20th, the Church school will present a Christmas Pageant.  Directed by Jen Sulc, Elizabeth Robey and Rev. Vicki, it will be a wonderful family service!  

We hope that all can come to church school the next couple of weeks as we prepare.  

A Panorama of Life (Our First Parish Bible Study)

Our theme is:  Sin   What is sin?  Does the Bible contain only one idea of sin?  The idea of sin is often used in a dominating way.  Can it ever be positive?

Join us on the first and third Sunday of each month  at 9:00am in the Fogg Parlor.

If you need a Bible or have any questions, please contact stuart twite at:
Home:  781 837 8791, Church:  781 659 7122,  Email:  dreslt@live.com
Adult Learning!
Our First Parish Winter Potluck and Lecture series,

The New England Religion returns with:

“Powder and Shell”: Unitarians and the Civil war

Stuart Twite talks about the dilemma faced by many Unitarians 

(including two distinguished products of First Parish) 

between their hatred of war and their desire to see the end of slavery.  

Bring a dish and join us for food and fellowship!

Wednesday, Dec. 9th at 6:30 (food) 7:30 lecture 

In the Parish Hall
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Mark your calendars for the Candlelight Christmas Eve Services

at First Parish Norwell

5 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. in the Meetinghouse

Come share the magic of Christmas Eve!

The Deadline for the next hard-copy edition of The Spire is Sunday, December 13th     

For more information, or to review archived issues of The Spire, go to www.firstparishnorwell.org 

The full First Parish Calendar can be accessed online at the website by selecting “News” then scrolling to the calendar option.
� EMBED PBrush  ���
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