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November 8:                 


“The Transparent Eyeball”                                             Stuart Twite

Stuart Twite will talk about ways of seeing, and the courage of his twin brother who grew up visually impaired. The Second Sunday offering will go to the Talking Information Center in Marshfield.  This non-profit reading service broadcasts newspapers, magazines, books, and special consumer information as well regular news broadcasts.

November 15 :           

 “All The Live-Long Day: The Soul At Work”                 Rev. Victoria Weinstein
On who we are in the workplace, and on the special emotional and spiritual challenges of unemployment and underemployment.

November 22:
   “Kodak Moments: Ordinary Life As A Work Of Art”             Rev. Victoria Weinstein 

That iconic Thanksgiving turkey we see on all the magazine covers this time of year is more than just the centerpiece of a traditional meal, it’s an important cultural symbol. We’ll celebrate the beauty of the holiday in our intergenerational Thanksgiving service, with our traditional cranberry and pumpkin bread communion.

November 29:            “Grinching It Up: Preparing For a More Joyful Christmas Season”

Inspired by Bill McKibben's book Hundred Dollar Holiday: The Case For A More Joyful Christmas, Rev. Weinstein shares ideas on how to de-stress the season and find more joy in it.  She encourages the 

congregation to read McKibben’s short (and wonderful!) book.                                                                                                                                    

MEETINGS

Alliance Board, Wed., Nov. 4, 10 a.m. in the Fogg Parlor

Alliance Meeting, Wed., Nov. 11, 10 a.m. in the Parish Hall

Book Group, Wed., Nov. 11, 7 p.m. in the Fogg Parlor

Church Council, Tues., Nov. 10, 6:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall

Finance Committee, Tues., Nov. 3, 7:15  in the Church Office

Parish Committee, Tues., Nov. 17, 7 p.m. in the Fogg Parlor

Service Committee, Sun., Nov. 8, 11:30 a.m. in the Fogg Parlor
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Holiday Fair  -  Saturday,  November 21,  the week before Thanksgiving!

I can smell the pies, cookies, baked beans, chili and chicken potpie already.  Bring a good appetite and… bring your kids to have fun downstairs where the youth group will have face painting, and animal balloons as a fundraiser for their trip to our sister church in Romania.

Bring your donated treasures this week and put them in the parlor.  We will be here setting up on Tuesday morning and the church office is open till 1:00 each day.  There will be someone here to help you Thursday evening from 7:00 – 9:00, and the hall will be open all day Friday until 8:00 pm.    

See you at the Fair!!

The Deadline for the next hard-copy edition of The Spire is Sunday, November 15th    

For more information, or to review archived issues of The Spire, go to www.firstparishnorwell.org 

The full First Parish Calendar can be accessed online at the website by selecting “News” then scrolling to the calendar option.
Gift Baskets for the Holiday Fair…

     We have 37 promised baskets!!!  Thank you to all who are donating this year!  Because there are so many to be wrapped, we need to start wrapping them early this year.  ***You can bring in your basket with the contents anytime between now and the Wed. before the Fair (Wed. Nov. 18).  Please don't forget to give us a list of what is in the basket plus an estimated price of what you paid!
     On Sundays, give your basket to Deanna or Bev.  During the week, baskets can be left in the office any weekday morning except Monday.
CHURCH PHOTO DIRECTORY - LAST CALL!
For those people who were unable to attend last week's photo session for our new church directory, it is NOT too late to participate!  You may submit your own individual or family photograph for a $10 charge.  Checks may be payable to "Lifetouch" and mailed to the church office, attention: Les Taylor.  Please send the check and the photo (if a hard copy) by this Sunday, November 8th if possible.  An emailed .jpg file of your photo IS acceptable and may be sent to Les Taylor at lestaylor@me.com. 
Finally, there's one more GREAT OPTION for you if you don't have time to take your own photo this week.  If you come to church this coming Sunday, Bev Gardner will have her digital camera and is willing to take your photo during coffee hour for the directory.  Just leave the $10 in an envelope in the church office for me.  Thanks, Bev, for helping us out with this project and thank you everyone for helping increase our church participation in the new directory!
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It's time to welcome a Guest at Your Table!

On November 22nd, we'll open our Guest at Your Table program during our intergenerational Thanksgiving worship service.

When we bring home our Guest at Your Table boxes, our families and friends will learn about real struggles for justice in the United States and around the world.

With each box comes a copy of Stories of Hope, written to teach children, youth, and adults how the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee helps to change our world for the better. The stories introduce you to human-rights champions, like Jacinta, a tailor and single mother of two in Kenya who is empowering other informal workers and street vendors to stand up for their rights.

When we share our blessings with our guests, we ensure that UUSC and people like Jacinta can continue their important work.  And thanks to the Unitarian Universalist Congregation at Shelter Rock in Manhasset, N.Y., gifts of $100 or more are eligible to be matched, dollar for dollar, doubling your good works!

If you miss picking up your Guest at Your Table box and Stories of Hope, you can do so at the church office or by talking with Sue Robinson, our UUSC local representative.

The Junior Choir will be meeting right after church starting Sunday, November 8. All you 2nd graders are finally old enough to join us! We will be working on a song to sing Thanksgiving Sunday. We'll also be working on a couple of songs for the Christmas season. Come join us if you love to sing!
 

The Adult Choir welcomes any and all who would like to have more fun Sunday mornings than anybody else! We meet Thursday evenings 7:30-9:00 PM and we warm up on Sundays at 9:15 AM. If you'd like to give it a try for just one week, welcome! We could especially use a few more sopranos! 

Lifespan Religious Education at FPN

From the DRE:

   This past Sunday at First Parish Church demonstrated many of the deep and wonderful reasons why our community is such a necessary place.  We began with a fascinating discussion in our Bible Study group of the story of the Flood and the ark of Noah.  Our Sunday worship was a meaningful celebration of life and all those that have gone before.  Sunday afternoon, First Parish hosted a presentation of Mozart’s “Magic Flute,” a James Library production.  

   I just kept thinking what a great joy it is that in these times of economic trial, a place like First Parish exists to provide deep community, spirituality, and cultural enrichment.  

Blessings,  stuart twite
Adult Learning in November!

A Panorama of Life (Our First Parish Bible Study)

Our first theme will be:  Sin   What is sin?  Does the Bible contain only one idea of sin?  The idea of sin is often used in a dominating way.  Can it ever be positive?  

Join us on the first and third Sunday of each month  at 9:00am in the Fogg Parlor.

If you need a Bible or have any questions, please contact stuart twite at:
Home:  781 837 8791, Church:  781 659 7122,  Email:  dreslt@live.com
The First Parish Book Group discusses:  Outliers  by Malcolm Gladwell

Wednesday Nov. 11th at 7:00pm (note the change in date)

In the Fogg Parlor   Refreshments are provided

Countdown to Copenhagen:  

Bringing Water Justice from the Global to the Local
Friday, Nov. 13th at 7:30 p.m. First Parish Church, Duxbury, Route 3A between exits 10 & 11 off of Route 3.
     Do you know that we have water justice issues right here in Southeastern New England?
From Rhode Island to the Boston to the tip of Cape Cod access to clean, affordable, plentiful water is now and will become an ever more pressing issue. Cities, towns and neighborhoods are pitted against each other while private companies may exploit our vulnerabilities. Water shut-offs, municipal water privatization, salinization of aquifers - these are all happening now.
     Come hear about a potential regional campaign to write into law the Human Right to Water. Unitarian Universalist Service Committee, UU Mass Action and Mass Global Action are three justice groups committed to educating and activating a grassroots movement to secure and sustain clean, affordable and accessible water here in Southeastern New England. Three perspectives will be shared and an action plan developed. Get engaged at the grassroots of this next environmental imperative.
     Come at 7 p.m. for coffee and dessert. Program will begin at 7:30 p.m. Bring anyone who cares about the future of water access in our beautiful region of the country.  

Rev. Weinstein's Nov. 11 presentation "An American In Transylvania" is cancelled and will be re-scheduled for a later date.

James Library & Center for the Arts

Full schedule of events at www.jameslibrary.org
 Insights with Larry Wolfe
Sunday, Nov 15 at 4 p.m.
Larry Wolfe (bass) and Jin Kim (piano) and the conductor of the Atlantic Symphony Orchestra will present an entertaining program of music and behind -the -scenes stories as they explore the relationship between musicians and conductors. Co-sponsored with the Atlantic Symphony Orchestra. Tickets $20/$18 senior/$10 student. Limited seating so call the James to reserve your ticket.
 

Thank you to First Parish
The James appreciated the use of the meetinghouse for the recent Magic Flute concert, Vicki's Lyceum about her sabbatical in Nicaragua and Stuart Twite's oversight of our Lyceum and Poetry Nights. Thank you!
 

6th Annual Silhouette Day
Saturday, Nov 21,  9-5
Book your appointment now for Joy Anne's hand-cut custom silhouettes ($60 for 2 silhouettes). They make great holiday gifts and Joy Anne will mat them while you wait. Call 659-7100 for more information.
 

Other Local Events of Interest….

Parenting Your Aging Parent:  How to Improve Quality of Life for Both of You

Wednesday November 18, 2009  6-8pm

The Cushing Center-673 Main Street, Norwell

 
It can be difficult to monitor the health of aging parents. At this program, you will learn how to evaluate your parent’s situation, how to address immediate concerns, and how to take advantage of the many resources available to help with the care of aging loved ones.
Dr. Aniket Chakrabarti will discuss the aging process and when steps should be taken to safeguard an aging parent’s well-being. His comments will be followed by a question-and-answer session with a panel of elder care experts from Quincy Medical Center, the South Shore office of Right at Home and South Shore Hospital’s home care division, which includes South Shore VNA, Hospice of the South Shore and Home & Health ReSources.
 
A complimentary light dinner will be served. Advance reservations are recommended because seating is limited at this community benefits program. Please call (781) 681-3545 to register.
Teen Girl  - Esteem, Health and Fitness:

A program for 13-17 year old daughters and their mothers

Sunday, November 15, 2009 · 7-8:30 p.m. - Emerson Rooms, South Shore Hospital

There are special challenges to raising teenage girls. How can we teach our daughters to be safe, while encouraging their independence and self-confidence? How can we help them make healthy choices and to avoid risky behaviors? Obstetrician/gynecologists Brigid McCue,MD, and Amanda Metzger,MD, will lead an interactive discussion on such topics as:

_ Taking care of a beautiful you—inside and out

_ Taking care of your reproductive health

_ Feeling good about yourself

_ Taking charge of your world

Light refreshments will be served. Advance reservations are recommended because seating is limited at this free community benefits program. Please call (781) 624-MORE (6673) to register.
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