Unaccustomed Earth, by Jhumpa Lahiri


Jhmupa Lahiri, Pulitzer prize-winning author of The Namesake, presents a 

 new collection of 8 stories which form a jewelled crown, each story a sparkling diamond 

and a perfect masterpiece, illuminating the trials and tribulations of families from India,

 mostly West Bengalis from Calcutta, who emigrate to the Boston area. As new

 immigrants, these families experience a sense of alienation from the materialistic

 American culture, loneliness from being separated from their own families back in India, 

and the challenge of maintaining their traditional culture while their Americanized 

children are enthusiastically assimilating into new ways. Freed from the rigid social

 customs of their parents’ lives in Calcutta and pressured to achieve brilliantly, these sons

 and daughters struggle to navigate the turbulence of Ivy League educations and

 confusing relationships with fellow students.


The newest immigrants in my family are my nephew, raised in Toronto, who


met and married a lovely young woman from an impoverished village on the Nepal-

Indian border. They came to the US five years ago, and lived with us for several months

 while getting established in the workplace and finding an apartment. While working two

 jobs and sending money back to her parents in India, my niece experienced painful racial

discrimination and was often in tears. Nevertheless she earned an Associate’s Degree

 as a Dental Assistant, and is now studying to become a Dental Hygienist. My nephew, 

who works full time at a bank, completed his Bachelor’s Degree in Music, and is now in

 an MBA program. Their feelings of alienation were only recently assuaged when some

 Nepalese students entered my nephew’s MBA class. Now they all enjoy a shared 

language, food, aspirations, and a sense of  belonging. 

Lahir’is 8 stories describe the challenge of forging a connection with a new

culture with imagination, pathos, humor and a luminous writing style. No matter when 

or where your ancestors came from, you will find  enjoyment and greater appreciation of 

the incredible challenges your ancestors faced in coming to the “new world”.

