A Thousand Splendid Suns

 by Khaled Hosseini, author of  ‘The Kite   Runner”


The resiliency of the human spirit is the inspiring

 theme of this book, which portrays two generations who

 struggle against incredible odds to survive and love in war-

torn Afghanistan. I am very concerned by recent newspaper

 headlines and TV news stories which describe bombing of

innocent civilians when they are going about their daily

 routines of going to work, school, the market, weddings,

etc. I wonder what it would be like if we had bombs and

landmines going off in our town centers on a daily basis.

How could we survive such trauma and still have some

 hope and resilience to create a meaningful future for our

families?

“A Thousand Splendid Suns” is the fascinating and

 well-written story of Miriam who, despite an unhappy

childhood and marriage, nonetheless is able to provide a

loving family life for an orphan during the brutual regime

of the Taliban in Afghanistan. The intense bond of love

and caring between the 2 women continues to nourish

the orphan, Laila, and her children even after Miriam is

executed for killing her abusive husband. Miriam remains

in Laila’s heart where she continues to shine with the 

“bursting radiance of one thousand splendid suns”, 

providing Laila and her family with the necessary resilience

to survive the trauma of war and look forward to a

 meaningful future. This book emphasizes the importance 

of maintaining loving family relationships even during the

worst of times.

