New Books in an Old Building

Despite its old fashioned appearance, The James Library is known for having the

most up-todate best selling current books on its shelves. Norwell residents can check out 

books during library hours: Tuesday-Friday 1 – 5 p.m. and Saturday 10 a.m.  – 1 p.m. 

The library is popular with readers who enjoy a wide variety of current fiction and non-

fiction and many members of book groups enjoy the library as there are rarely waiting

lists for popular books. Library cards are not needed and all are welcome. For more

information about the James call 781-659-7100 or visit www.jameslibrary.org.

“The Story of Edgar Sawtelle” by David Wroblewski



Reviewed by Peg Carpenter


Get ready for a big old-fashioned epic saga complete with a mute boy, a

 mysterious breed of magnificent dogs, fateful sibling rivalry between brothers,

a father’s ghost, a Biblical journey into the wilderness, and retribution for a father’s

death.  All this makes for a great read!


Edgar Sawtelle is a mute adolescent boy living with his parents on the family

farm in Northern Wisconsin. Edgar’s grandfather started breeding a mythical type of

dog and his parents have continued the project. When Edgar’s paternal Uncle Claude, an

ex-con, arrives seeking shelter and work, he and Edgar’s father Gar have a bitter

 argument causing Claude to leave again. Soon after this, Edgar finds his father

dead in the barn apparently due to “natural causes”. 


I liked this very long book (750 pages) very much, especially the 

ways which Edgar and his mother found to communicate with each other

and with the dogs. You can find all kinds of great tips for training dogs, which I found

 helpful in trying to civilize our English cocker puppy – they really

work! Instead of rattling a can of coins or other aggravating “punishments”,

I learned the stronger effect of rewards – and not edible ones! I also liked the

depth of the main characters – by the end, I felt I really knew and liked most

of them very much. When they were all swept up in an apocalypse at the end, I was

 shocked. It seems as if the author feels that dogs rather than people are the superior

 species. 

