New Books in an Old Building


Despite its old fashioned appearance, the James Library is known for having the

most up-to-date best selling current books on its shelves. Norwell residents can check out

books during library hours: Tuesday-Friday 1 – 5 p.m. and Saturday 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

The library is popular with readers who enjoy a wide variety of current fiction and non-

fiction and many members of book groups appreciate the fact that there is rarely a

waiting list for popular books. Library cards are not needed and all are welcome. For

more information call 781-659-7100 or visit us at www.jameslibrary.org

The Last Lecture by Randy Pausch



Reviewed by Peg Carpenter


A cancer diagnosis strikes like a lightning bolt, terrorizing both the victim, the

 family, and friends. It starts the very stressful routine of consultations, surgery, 

chemotherapy, and radiation with all the debilitating side effects. How does each cancer 

victim/survivor handle the roller coaster experience of highs and lows, hopes and fears?

 
When Professor Randy Pausch (47) was asked to give a traditional “last

lecture” at Carnegie Mellon University, he had just been diagnosed with terminal

pancreatic cancer. He decided not to talk about dying but instead focused on

 “Really Achieving Your Childhood Dreams”. Collaborating with Jeffrey Zaslow 

of the Wall Street Journal he turned his lecture into a very inspiring message of hope and

strength. He wanted to convey to his family, students, and colleagues that all the things

he loved were rooted in the dreams and goals he had as a child.


Randy always had a very upbeat philosophy of life. Growing up in a family

which “needed a dictionary to get through dinner”, his parents always encouraged him

to dream big dreams and figure out how to achieve them. Through an incredible amount

of intelligence, persistence, and imagination he was able to accomplish these dreams as

well as marrying the woman he loved and having 3 young children. He remains the

quintessential optimist, deciding to spend much quality time with his wife and 

children. He offers excellent advice to those who are dealing with a terminally ill

friend or family member: The caretaker must remember to take care of one’s self, to be

alone for part of each day to recharge the batteries. Randy and his wife also consulted

a therapist who specialized in helping families experiencing a terminal illness. Randy

died in July 2008. Anyone who has dealt with a terminal illness of any kind will find

this book extremely inspiring and helpful. 


For a video of the “last lecture” and information on pancreatic cancer, you

can go to www.thelastlecture.com. 

