 “The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society” by Mary Ann Shaffer and

 Annie Burrows.


This is a charming and historically fascinating book based on letters exchanged

between a writer in London and residents of Guernsey, the British island occupied by

the Germans during World War II. The story begins in January 1946, when the war was

officially over and the island was coming back to civilized life. I very much liked the

letter format which made the burgeoning relationships seem very warm and personal.

I also found the history very interesting, especially learning what deprivations the 

islanders suffered during the occupation, such as not having any meat, potatoes, tea, 

butter, books, letters, and newspapers. The only way the islanders could socialize was

to form the Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society to fool the Germans into thinking

that they were discussing a book rather than eating a forbidden roast pig!


By September 1946 the London writer has traveled to Guernsey, become

closely acquainted with the islanders, given up her fiancé, and proposed marriage

to a local farmer, Dawsey Adams. The local doyenne and trouble maker Adelaide

comments, “I hear that you and that pig farmer are going to regularize your

relationship. Praise the Lord!” Let’s celebrate this heart warming story with a cuppa

tea and a slice of potato peel pie.

