“Journey From the Land of No”

By Roya Hakakian


This is an incredibly interesting book written with the exquisite

 sensitivity of a poet. I was shocked by the recent government crackdown

in Iran against student protestors who disputed the results of the presidential

 election. The video of a young woman dying on the street, and subsequent

 news reports of young prisoners being cruelly tortured and killed in jail are

 very disturbing. The leaders of Iran’s opposition movement have sent an

open letter of protest to the country’s highest religious authorities, 

complaining that the state had used “illegal, immoral, and irreligious

methods” in the crackdown, and have called for the release of hundreds

of people arrested since. I find it difficult to imagine how people can

continue to have any faith in their “government” when there is such a

violent response to protest and free speech. 

This book provides an eye-witness account from a talented

teen-ager’s viewpoint of the Iranian revolution of 1979, when the

Shah’s regime was toppled by followers of the Ayaytolla Khomeini.

As a brilliant young Iranian-Jewish poet, she witnessed the

deterioration of Persia, The “maiden of the Middle East” and the end

 of a 2500 year-old Monarchy. Under the new repressive regime, and 

increasing persecution of Jews, Roya sought solace in reading and 

writing poetry on her rooftop at night. This way of coping with wartime

trauma helped Roya survive the turbulence of the revolution. She and her

family came to the US in 1985, and she now sees her identity as a

“story teller”. Look on her website to see and hear more.


I feel this book provides another way to understand how people can

survive the chaos and dislocation of war: creative expression, whether

through music, art, poetry, literature, drama, film, and journalism. Creative

Arts Centers like the James Library in Norwell Center tries to nourish many

creative expressions for the welfare of the community. Come visit us! 

